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Year 9 in 2010 
 

COURSE INFORMATION BOOKLET 
 

 

 

Purpose of Booklet:  

1. To provide information to students, parents and staff about the range of subjects 
offered to students in Year 9 in 2010. 
1. This information covers aims, content and prerequisites to the subjects that have  
them. 
2. The information is primarily intended to assist students with their selection of 
subjects for 2010. 
 
 

Points To Consider When Selecting Subjects  
 
1.  Where a student has a particular career in mind, (or several careers) subjects should 
be chosen to satisfy the pre-requisites for that career.  Courses should be planned right 
through to the highest level of education required for that career.  It should also be 
noted that many students change their mind several times during their school life about 
the career they wish to follow, so it is desirable to choose a course which keeps as many 
options open as possible, and provides a basis for further study, rather than a course 
selected for its short term appeal. 
 
2.  If a student has no particular career in mind then perhaps a general area could be 
decided upon eg.  Trades, medical careers, personal contact, outdoor careers etc and 
subjects chosen according to some of the careers in the particular area. 
 
3.  Subjects a student has done well at in the past, or particularly enjoys should be 
considered for further study. Some subjects are terminated at a particular Year level and 
care should be taken not to select too many of these subjects because should the student 
decide to continue at school for a further year selection of a course may prove difficult. 
Timetable blockings to be decided mid Term 4 may cause a few students to be asked to 
change some subjects. 
 
For further help with course selecti on talk to:  
Your subject teachers, the careers teacher, your parents, friends and relatives who know 
about the careers you are interested in pursuing.  
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YEAR 9 in 2010 

Overview of Curriculum 

 

Core: 
  English   : 5 periods per week 

Gateways   : 2 periods per week 
  Health and Phys Ed  : 3 periods per week 

Humanities: 
     Geography and History : 3 periods per week (a semester each) 
  Mathematics   : 5 periods per week 
  Science   :  3 periods per week 
   
   

Electives: 
All students will undertake 3 electives each semester.  
 
All students will be required to ensure that you choose a balanced program with at least 
one technology elective and one creative arts elective in Year 9. 
 
 
CREATIVE ARTS TECHNOLOGY 
Art  Advanced Electronics 
Multi -Media Publications Auto Practices 
Media  Agriculture and Horticulture 
 Ball Games 
Textiles Electrical and Electronics 
Visual Communication and Design Entertaining with Food 
 Food in Australia 
 Information Technology - Programming 
 Introductory Welding 
 Material Studies: Woodwork  
 Small Engines 
 Software Solutions 
 Welding and Design 
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CORE CURRICULUM 2010 
Each of the following CORE SUBJECTS is studied by every student at these levels.  
 

NGLISH: 
 
READING: Students will read from a range of texts and use them to explore different 
perspectives on complex issues.  They will discuss how texts are shaped by time, place 
and cultural settings in which they are created, compare the different features of styles 
to analyse their limitations and advantages. 
 
TEXTS:  Texts provide the stimulus for a range of activities, as well as reading and 
writing.  Text includes novels, short stories, plays, poetry, feature films, newspaper 
journalism and non-fiction.  Examples of texts studied will include some of: 

o HINTON - The Outsiders 
o MARSDEN - Tomorrow when the War Began 
o /ȭ"2)%. - Z For Zachariah 
o MOLONEY  - "ÒÉÄÇÅ ÔÏ 7ÉÓÅÍÁÎȭÓ #ÏÖÅ 

Students will also study Films as texts. 

 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING: Students will be encouraged to use speaking and listening 
skills to explore different perspectives on ideas and issues and prepare and deliver 
formal and informal presentations such as speeches, debates, storytelling and 
performing scripts 
 
WRITING:  The writing program allows students to write - 

o For a range of purposes 
o On a range of subjects 
o To a range of audiences 
o In a range of styles 

- using a range of strategies to plan, compose, revise and edit their work. 
Year 9 students are required to submit at least four finished pieces of writing per semester. 
Interdisciplinary areas  
1. Communication:  

- Listening, viewing and responding. 
 - Presenting. 
2. Thinking Processes:  

- Reasoning, process and inquiry. 
- Creativity. 
- Reflection, evaluation and metacognition. 

English Assessment Areas: 
1.  Text Response 
2.  Writing Folio 
3.  Oral Communication 
4.  Communication 
5.  Thinking Processes 

 

Periods per week:  5 periods all year. 

E 
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ATEWAYS Projects: 
 
Students will work on a range of projects following personal interests and contributing 
to Community Service. They will develop work related skills and undertake planning 
exercises for their future career options and pathways. Aspects such as Occupational 
Health & Safety and communication in the workplace will be explored through a range 
of activities.  
 
Past students in Gateways have undertaken projects such as: 
¶ Painted a mural at the Retirement Village 
¶ Reconstructed a car for seating at school 
¶ Produced a vegetable garden 
¶ Taught elderly citizens how to use a computer 
¶ Constructed go carts 
¶ Started the student web page. 

The emphasis is on group projects that contribute to the school or broader community. 
 
Some students can choose to do Vocational Education and Training (VET) Certificate II 
in Agriculture/Horticulture/Irrigation in 3 -day intensive (1 each term) with our partner 
schools (Boort, Pyramid Hill and East Loddon). 
 
ASSESSMENT: Based on participation, effort and achievement, in individual and group 
situations. All students will be involved in cross curriculum projects where they are 
assessed on their ability to:  
¶ Work in teams 
¶ Develop problem solving and other thinking skills 
¶ Manage their personal learning 
¶ Engage in citizenship activities within the school and/or broader community. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

G 
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UMANITIES: 
 

 
GEOGRAPHY 

 
Extreme Weather  
What is Weather? 
Weather - Reading weather maps. 
Cyclones and Typhoons - characteristics, physical features, causes, effects and human  
management. 
 
Geography Assessment Areas: 
 

1. Assignments 
2. Practical Work 
3. Tests 

 
Periods per week: 3 per week for one semester. 

 

 
HISTORY 

 
!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁÎ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ )ÎÖÁÓÉÏÎȱ 
 
In this unit the student will examine the factors in the British colonisation of Australia 
and evaluate the impact on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Communities.  The 
student will also analyse the ways in which indigenous communities have responded to 
these impacts. 
Areas of Study: 
 

¶ Social Conditions In Britain 
¶ The Reasons for European Settlement 
¶ The impact on Indigenous Communities 
¶ The Response of the Indigenous Communities 

 
History Assessment Areas:  

1.  Assignments 
2.  Structured Writing 
3.  Tests 

 
Periods per week: 3 per week for one semester 
 

 

H 



Cohuna Secondary College  
 

Page 8 
 

2010 

 

 

EALTH and PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 
This unit will cover areas such as: - Racquet sports, various ball games, gymnastics and 
fitness activities. The health settings covered in this unit will be: Goal Setting, 
Relationships, Risk Behaviour, Alcohol and Cyber safety. 
 
Each student will do one term of Health and one term of Physical Education. The option 
of doing additional fitness or physical education will be available through the electives. 
 
Assessment Areas: 

1. Active Participation 
2. Improvement in Skills 
3. Work Book 
4. Projects 
5. Class contributions 

 
Periods per week: 3 periods.  

 
 

ATHEMATICS 
 

The Year 9 Mathematics course consists of the following topics:  
'ÅÏÍÅÔÒÙȠ !ÒÉÔÈÍÅÔÉÃȠ )ÎÄÉÃÅÓȠ 0ÙÔÈÁÇÏÒÁÓȭ ÔÈÅÏÒÅÍȠ ,ÅÎÇÔÈȟ !rea and Volume; 
Trigonometry; Probability; Algebra; Linear functions; and Equations.  
 
The use of technology is integrated into selected topics. 
 
Mathematics Assessment Areas:  
 

1. Project/Assignments 
2. Tests 
3. Students are also required to submit weekly homework sheets which are 
designed to constantly revise all areas of work and to assist the development of 
effective homework practices.  

 
Periods per week: 5 periods.  
 
 

 
 

H 

M 
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CIENCE 
 
 

 
Chemical 
Science 

Physical 
Science 

Earth and Space 
Sciences 

Biologic al Science Other  

*Chemistry 
What are 
things made 
of?  

*Light and 
Colour 
* Electricity 

*The Violent 
Earth 

*Systems, 
Coordination and 
Regulation. 
*Living Together 

*Science, 
Technology 
and Society 

 
       
Science Assessment Areas: 
 

1. Practical Reports 
2. Research/Assignments 
3. Tests 

 
Periods per Week:   3 periods  

 
 
 

S 
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ELECTIVES 2010 
 
Each student will choose 3 electives each semester. 
 
When Making Selections You Should:  
 
(a)  Choose a minimum of ONE unit from each of the Creative Arts and Technology 

areas. 
(b)  Carefully study the brief course outlines provided.  For further advice about 

units, please do not hesitate to consult with your level co-ordinator and/or 
teachers. 

(c)  Select units that relate to your interests, expertise or future career choice(s).  
Consult with the careers teacher if you have questions in this area. 

(d)  For more specific information on subjects refer to the teachers listed below. 
 
 
For further advice discuss with the following teachers.  
 
CREATIVE ARTS 
 
Art:  (Mrs. Porter); 
VCD: (Mrs. Porter); 
Textiles: (Mrs. Clifford) 
Media: (Mr. Jennings) 
 
TECHNOLOGY: 
 
Information Technology: (Mrs. Clifford); 
Electronics: (Mr. Gruar);  
Auto/Welding:  (Mr. Cresswell);   
Materials/Wood: (Mr. Gruar);  
Multi -Media Graphics: (Mr. Jennings); 
Textiles: (Mrs. Clifford); 
Home Economics: (Mrs. Johnson); 
Agriculture  and Horticulture:  (Mr. Gruar) 
 
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE): 
 
Japanese: (Miss Hayashi) 
 
CAREER ADVICE: 
 
Mr. Gruar 
Ms. Richardson 
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All electives are 3 periods per week for on e semester, except 
Japanese (3 periods per week all year).  
 
 

ADVANCED ELECTRONICS: 
 
This unit aims to build on the knowledge of electronics theory and skills gained in 
Introductory Electronics to a level which will allow the students to confidently attempt 
construction of more difficult electronic projects. 
CONTENT: Students will work through a number of practical construction projects 
which may include:   

* Burglar Alarms 
  * Games 
  * Amplifiers 
  * Novelty Items 
Whilst completing these projects, students will learn more about electronics theory, 
construction methods, circuit testing and faultfinding. Students will make use of the 
Ȭ#ÒÏÃÏÄÉÌÅ #ÌÉÐÓȭ ÁÎÄ 0#" 7ÉÚÁÒÄ ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÕÎÉÔȢ 
 
 

AGRICULTURE and HORTICULTURE: 
 
This subject requires students to focus on providing solutions to problems that exist in 
Agriculture and Horticulture. Issues such as the sustainability of production and its 
environmental effects are important areas of study within this unit. Possible topics for 
this unit include: 

1. Environmental ɀ Composting  
2. Food Chains and Land Care ɀ Worm Farming 
3. Hydroponic Systems ɀ Hydroponics 
4. Plant Production Systems ɀ Vegetable Farming 
5. Plant propagation methods 
6. Watering Systems 
7. Cows Create Careers program (calf rearing) 

 
 

 
 

E 
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ART 3: 
 
In this unit students will continue to develop their artistic abilities.  They will develop 
knowledge of a range of art styles and art forms.  Their folio pieces will focus on 
exploring a range of materials, techniques, ideas and feelings.  Students will also develop 
an understanding of artistic styles and how and why artworks are created.  Both 
practical and research work will be completed. Students will be given the opportunity to 
explore a variety of studio forms. 

 
ART 4: 
 
Students in this unit research social issues to which they develop their own artistic 
responses. They are able to use a wide variety of media in their work and are 
encouraged to explain, analyse and experiment with materials and techniques when 
creating their responses. Students also have the opportunity to work with a variety of 
materials and techniques. 
 

 
AUTOMOTIVE PRACTICES: 
 
This unit aims to get students to use and identify various automotive tools, to develop 
safe and methodical work habits and to develop an understanding of the main 
automotive systems. 
CONTENT: The areas covered: 

* Dismantling, inspecting and re-assembling of the components. 
* Servicing car parts. 
ɕ #ÌÁÓÓ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ȬÔÈÅ ÃÁÒȭȢ 

SPECIAL ADVICE: Protective footwear and clothing are required. 

 
BALL GAMES: 
 
This unit aims to encourage skill development, knowledge of rules and strategies and a 
healthy approach to participation in ball games. 
CONTENT: Basketball; Volleyball; Softball; Soccer; Cricket; Hockey; Netball; European 
Handball could be covered. Skill practices, rules and theory work relating to sports and 
sport in the community will be covered as well as playing the sports. 
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BRONZE MEDALLION/BRONZE CROSS: 
 
Theory and practice aspects of the Bronze Medallion will be covered and tested.  Those 
that pass the test will be awarded the medallion.  Second term will cover aspects of 
fitness both practical and theory. Skin cancer and a brief introduction to First Aid will 
also be covered. 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS: The students should have some skill in 
swimming.  In some cases students are not capable of this level.  If you 
are in doubt ask Mr Inglis or Mr Weatherman for a quick skill test.  We 
will cover the strokes used in life saving and these strokes will be 
refined. Students who already have the Bronze Medallion can upgrade to 
the Bronze Cross or update their Bronze Medallion qualification. The 
cost of entry to the pool will have to be paid for by the student.  Those 

that pass the test will also pay for the medallion, after the tests.   

 
ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS: 
 
This unit aims to develop: - Safe and efficient work practices, planning and construction 
skills and knowledge of how electricity and electronics are used to operate and control 
equipment and appliances that we use in our daily lives. 
CONTENT includes the following topics: 
* Home Electrics (switches, lighting, security systems, computers, safety devices, sound 
and communication systems) 
* Electronic Control Devices (radio control and light operated systems) 
* Construction (projects will gÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ Á ȬÈÁÎÄÓ 
ÏÎȭ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÒÅÁÓȠ ÓÏÌÄÅÒÉÎÇȟ ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÔÉÏÎȟ 
fault finding and use of test instruments. 
 
 

ENTERTAINING WITH FOOD: 
 
This unit aims to develop skills in meal management and food preparation, as well as 
social skills. Students will be required to work in groups when planning to entertain 
different age groups of people. Topics include: 
¶       Meals for a variety of social occasions. 
¶       Menu planning, table setting and social etiquette. 
¶       Different ways of preparing and serving foods. 
¶       Entertaining across the lifespan. 
¶       Variations in nutritional needs over the lifespan. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL QUESTIONS 
 
This unit  enables students to describe how natural resources are organised. Students 
will also compare environments and investigate the consequences of human impact on 
these environments. Students should be able to develop and justify a proposal designed 
to protect a natural or human environment. 

¶ What is an environment? 
¶ The natural environment. 
¶ Ecology. 
¶ The local environment. 
¶ The forests. 
¶ Deforestation and land clearing. 
¶ The consequences of land clearing. 
¶ Possible solutions to land mismanagement.  

 
 

FINANCIAL LITERACY 
 
This elective will focus on the wise management of your finances. It will assist students 
to develop skills which will enable them to look after their money, both now and in the 
future. 
 
Topics will include: 

¶  Your financial worth 
¶  Personal record keeping and personal budgeting  
¶  Taxation  
¶  Insurance  
¶  Share market and other investments 

 
 

FOOD IN AUSTRALIA:  
 
Students investigate and prepare foods eaten by Australians and analyse the reasons for 
selections. Topics include: 
¶ Foods from different cultures  
¶ New foods 
¶ Meeting nutritional needs 
¶ World hunger 
¶ Food production 
¶ Changing Lifestyles 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY - Programming:  
 
Students will follow the Technology process of Investigation, Designing, Producing and 
Evaluating.  
Students are introduced to the programming languages HTML and Java Script and then 
use their skills and knowledge in the production of a Web Page. 

 
 
 
JAPANESE  
Level 3 - LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
 
 
In this elective you will build on your present knowledge of Japanese. You will learn how 
to communicate with tourists and /or be a tourist in Japan. You will also learn about the 
culture and traditions of Japan, and learn how to read and write basic Japanese 
characters. 
The focus will be on 
¶ speaking and conversational Japanese ɀ especially in tourist situations; and  
¶ reading and writing Japanese script. 

 
Possible topics for this elective include; 
¶ ordering Japanese food in restaurants; 
¶ geography and travelling in Japan; 
¶ Japanese lifestyles, sports and activities; and 
¶ Culture and traditions of Japan. 

 
Japanese Assessment Areas:  
 1. Oral communication 
 2. Reading Japanese 
 3. Writing Japanese 
 4. Communication 
For example, the sentence: "Today I bought bread at the supermarket" is written:  

�Ò�¥ , &¾�c�«�î�Ã�î�[�Ã�å�†2��8�r�K�S .  

Periods per week: 3 periods per week ɀ across the year. 
Note: We are hoping to take a group to Japan in 2010. 

  
 


