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From the Principal’s Desk …… 

Welcome to Miss Prema D’Cruz! Miss D’Cruz has quickly settled into the school and is currently teaching Year 9, 10 
and 12. When the Year 11 and 12 students begin their Units 2 and 4 work after the exams she will also be teaching 
Accounting in Year 11. Thank you for your cheery and flexible approach to your work! Cohuna is a much smaller 
place than Dubai and our school only a tenth the size of Miss D’Cruz’s last school. 
 

This week Mrs. Debbie Clifford has returned a favour by hosting Miss Lilly Pimental, her host in Hanford, California 
during the Global Gateways tour last year. Miss Pimental has also visited some of the other Gateways schools and 
joined in regular classes at Cohuna.  
 

What a wonderful wet week it has been! It remained dry for a period of time on Thursday afternoon so that the staff 
could have our Fire Safety training after school. Thank you to Mr. Rob Waterson and Mr. Paul Cresswell for running 
this activity for us.  
 

Also this week, seven staff members completed the four-week course in Youth Mental Health First Aid conducted by 
Northern District Community Health. While we are teachers, and not trained counsellors, it is important that we can 
recognise symptoms of students suffering distress. Topics we learned about included: eating disorders, substance 
misuse, psychosis, depression and more.  
 

I have been particularly pleased with the approach students have had this week to Uniform Week. We have had a 
reduction in Uniform passes and I thank all students for their efforts. Please keep it up!  
 

Next week, all of our Year 11 students and about half of our Year 12 students have Unit 1 and/or Unit 3 exams. This 
means a long weekend of studying. All students (both in Year 11 and 12) who are doing a Year 12 subject (Unit 3-4) 
will be doing the General Achievement Test (GAT) next Thursday. We expect students to be at school in between 
their exams. We wish you good luck - but we also know that it is hard work that makes the difference. The Year 12 
exams and the GAT will be held in the Drama Room and Red Brick Building while the Year 11 exams will be 
conducted in Room 10. 
 

Monday is the Queen’s Birthday holiday for all students, and next Friday (12th June) is Assessment and Reporting 
Day for all Victorian Government schools (no students at school). It is a short but intense week coming up. 
 

Let us excel! 
Dr. Gaell Hildebrand 
Principal 
 

 

Important Dates 2009 

SUNDAY 7
TH

 JUNE YEAR 9/10 JAPANESE FILMING (ASTRONOMY) 
MONDAY 8

TH
 JUNE QUEENS BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY 

TUESDAY 9
TH

 – 10
TH

 JUNE VCE MID YEAR EXAMS 
THURSDAY 11

TH
 JUNE GAT TEST 

FRIDAY 12
TH

 JUNE STUDENT FREE DAY (REPORT WRITING) 
MONDAY 15

TH
 – 19

TH
 JUNE BOGONG SKI CAMP – YEAR 9/10 

TUESDAY 16
TH

 JUNE NZ CROSS COUNTRY (QUALIFYING) – ST. ARNAUD 

MONDAY 22
ND

 – 26
TH

 JUNE WORK EXPERIENCE – YEAR 10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

2010 DTS APPLICATION PERIOD OPENS 
1

st
 June to 14

th
 August, 2009 

Important Dates 
1

st
 May ς 31

st
 July, 2009 School registrations for 2010 DTS participation open 

1
st

 June ς 14
th

 August, 2009 Student registrations for 2010 DTS open, all information to apply is available online 
14

th
 August, 2009 2010 DTS Applications close.  You must lodge your 2010 DTS Application with your 

school before this date to be considered for a 2010 DTS date.  Late applications 
cannot be accepted. 

August ς September, 2009 2010 DTS independent testing period 
November, 2009 2010 DTS applicants receive written advice as to outcome of their application 
January ς February, 2010 Provisional DTS recipients must provide evidence of subject and school enrolment 

confirmation to trigger their first semester payment. 

mailto:cohuna.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au


 
 

 
 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
Time:  10.30 am – 1.30 pm 
 

JUNE 
    Lunch 

12.30 – 1.00 pm 

Monday 08 QUEENS BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 09 
Sharon Wilson 

5456 3353 
Lea Crichton Lea Crichton 

 
 

Wednesday 10 Lea Crichton Lea Crichton Lea Crichton 
 
 

Thursday 11 Gina Lyons Michelle Gladman 
Lee Brown 
5456 7540 

 
 

Friday 12 STUDENT FREE DAY – ASSESSMENT DAY 

 

 
SAC DATES – UNIT 3 – SEMESTER 1 2009 
 

SEMESTER ONE    

WEEK 8/6 15/6 22/6 

English    

HHD    

PE    

Maths Methods   SAC 3 

Further Maths   SAC 3 

Chemistry    

Biology    

Physics    

Psychology    

Studio Arts    

VCD    

Media    

Bus. Management    

History    

Systems   O/C 2 

Design & Tech SAC 2  SAT 

 
JUNE EXAMINATION & GAT TIMETABLE 2009 

Each examination commences with a 15-minute reading period which is included in the times shown in the timetable. 
 

Tuesday 
9 June 

9.00 am – 10.45 am 

Biology 
Exam 1 

11.45 am – 1.30 pm 

Physics 
Exam 1 

2.45 pm – 4.30 pm 

Accounting 
Exam 1 

Wednesday 
10 June 

9.00 am – 10.45 am 

Psychology 
Exam 1 

11.45 am – 1.30 pm 

Chemistry 
Exam 1 

2.45 pm – 4.30 pm 

Environmental Science 
Exam 1 

Thursday 
11 June 

10.00 am – 1.15 pm 

General Achievement Test (GAT) 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

REMINDER:  
All payments to be finalised by Friday 3 rd  July  ( 5 weeks to goé.) 

 

 
IT’S NOT OKAY TO BE AWAY 

A regular attendance at school is very important. This gives the teachers the chance to have regular contact with the 
students, and so that their school work is not interrupted. It is important that parents try to make appointments and 
shopping time outside of school time. Some of the benefits of regular school attendance are: 
1. The development of skills and attitudes of self discipline, punctuality and being organised. These will be very 

important once they leave school and get a job. 
2. Regular attendance leads to making and keeping friends. 
3. Regular attendance leads to learning social skills necessary to live and work with others. 
4. It is far safer to be at school than on the streets. 
5. The more students attend the more they will learn and the more they will like school. 
If you are having trouble getting your child to school on a regular basis, contact the school so we can work together to 
solve the problem.  It would be very helpful to the school if you could either ring the school on the day of the absence 
or send a note with your child on the day they return to school. 

 

   

2009 Semester One 
SAC DATE OUTLINE 

¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ {!/Ωǎ 
and other assessments for their chosen subjects as 

shown on the timeline. 
If your child cannot complete an assessment on the 

due date please contact the subject teacher in 
advance. 



 
 
FROM THE DESK OF THE WELLBEING CO-ORDINATOR ……. 

We have been very busy covering Wellbeing topics in the school in the last couple of weeks. We feel that even 
though we miss some class time, it is very important that these issues are covered at school as part of a whole 
school approach.  Years 7, 8 & 9 attended a session called ‘REBOUND’. This was a multimedia presentation that 
covered resilience and how some of our famous Australians came back after adversity and worked through various 
problems to get back on top. Some of the topics covered in the presentation were; the importance of helping others, 
the importance of seeking help, and the importance of focusing on goals. 
The Year 10’s attended a day in Pyramid Hill with Boort and Pyramid Hill High Schools. This day built on the topics 
we cover in middle school Health classes being relationships, alcohol, men’s and ladie’s issues, and they also had 
some time beating African Drums.  This day was organised by Northern District Community Health Services. 
Year 11’s, 12’s and parents had the opportunity to hear Sonya Karras speak. She is a dynamic person that covered 
issues such as keeping safe while they get older and experience life in the adult community.  
The Year 9’s had a session called ‘Save a Mate’. Here they learned the immediate first aid issues that they might 
need in case a friend needs help in various circumstances. 
On Tuesday of this week the Year 11’s attended a program run by Road Safety Victoria called ‘Fit to Drive’. This 
covered strategies to address road traumas in the community and give them information on how to be safer drivers. 
They heard from a Road Safety Officer, SES, and a Police Youth Resource Officer. This will complement the ‘Keys 
Please’ that will be offered later in the year. The main focus of this program is the decisions a driver and passenger 
have to make. How to get home, do I get in the car, how do I get the driver to stop if I feel unsafe, and all the 
important information that they may need in the future. 
We hope that by holding these sessions and having experts in the field that the students will be better prepared for 
life in the future. 
 Harry Weatherman 

 
H1N1 Swine Flu Update: 

As you would be aware, Victoria is now in a modified ‘sustain’ phase of its plan to manage the impact of H1N1 
Influenza (Human Swine Flu) in our community. This means that only children confirmed by a doctor as having the 
virus will be quarantined. Those sharing a house with a confirmed case will not be required to enter quarantine, 
unless they too are confirmed as having the virus. 
Classes who may have been in contact with a confirmed case will no longer be quarantined, and schools will no 
longer be partially or fully closed.  
Students who are feeling unwell should remain at home and not attend school. Students and families with flu-like 
symptoms are advised to seek medical attention and limit their contact with others. 
If your child becomes ill at school, we will contact you immediately and ask you to arrange to collect your child. 
Please make sure that we have your up-to-date contact details. 
It should be remembered, however, that the virus has so far been mild and can be compared to our normal winter flu.  
Good general hygiene remains the best defence against the flu and families should continue to ensure 
children regularly wash their hands and cover their nose and mouth if sneezing and coughing. This practice 
is being reinforced with your children while at school. 

If you have any specific concerns: 

¶ Visit www.health.vic.gov.au 

¶ Call the Swine Influenza Hotline on 180 2007 

¶ Call Nurse-on-Call on 1300 606 024 – for expert health information (freecall 24 hours, 7 days) 

¶ Visit your doctor (GP) – if you have an influenza-like illness (fever, cough and fatigue).  
The Department of Human Services is also continuing to ask parents of children returning from USA, 
Canada, Japan, Mexico and Panama to voluntarily keep their children home for seven (7) days from arrival 
back in Australia. This is a further precautionary measure to assist in managing the further spread of the 
virus. 
 

 
CAREER NEWS 

Youth Allowance & Tax File Number Applications 
Correction: Lƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ newsletter, an age was stated for the minimum TFN application age, further research has revealed 
that students of any age may apply for a Tax File Number however students are not considered to be of legal working age until 
ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ мр ȅears, please note there are some exemptƛƻƴǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨYŜȅ !ǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘ 
9ƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ !ŎǘΩ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ http://www.business.vic.gov.au/BUSVIC/STANDARD//pc=PC_50560.html 
 

Work Experience Update: 2 Weeks to go!  

YeaǊ млΩǎ and parents Work EȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ н ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ Dw99b ŀƴŘ tLbY ŦƻǊƳǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘǳǊǊȅ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƎƻƴƎ {ƪƛ ¢ǊƛǇ ς you only have 1 week.  Remember 
ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ ŦƻǊƳ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ƙƻǎǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴΦ 
 
What is the EAP? 
The Early Achievers Program is a program from the Australian Catholic Uni, but other tertiary institutions run similar programs.  
What is it?  Students can apply to and be accepted into the course of their preference prior to their final exams.  How does it 
work?  Well EAP takes into account prospective students contributions to their communities, may require a PǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎκǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
recommendation and considers subject mark ups to the application point in the year.  Last year ACU granted 700 EAP places 
before YeaǊ мнΩǎ ǎŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŜȄŀƳǎ όǿƘŀǘ ŀ ƭƻŀŘ ƻŦŦ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǎ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴύ.  ACU intend on extending the 
program in 2010, perhaps this could be you.  See Ms. Richardson for more info. 

 

   

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/
http://www.business.vic.gov.au/BUSVIC/STANDARD/pc=PC_50560.html


 
 
Positions Available 
WELDER - Full time, in Cohuna, expressions of interest close 10

th
 June, 2009. 

FAMILY WORKER - Full time, in Kerang, expressions of interest close 11
th

 June, 2009. 
Contact Employment Works Kerang - PH: (03) 5450 3211 or Fax: (03) 5450 3227 
 

 
 
 
 
 

COMING SOON  
Spend 1 month in a foreign country  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

SOS FOR HOST FAMILIES 
It ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ Ǿŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ άŜȄƻǘƛŎέ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ 5ƻǿƴ ¦ƴŘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŘǊŜŀƳ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ǘǊǳŜ 
with your help.  It is only through the hospitality of caring families, with an interest in better cultural understanding and 
world peace, that these dreams can become reality.  STS High School Foundation urgently needs volunteer host families 

for students arriving in July, 2009 from Europe and Canada.  If you would like to join a unique and growing group of 
families in Victoria, we need to hear from you now.  Please contact us at stsf@people.net.au or call 1800 263 964.  

Website: www.sts-education.com.au  

Save at least 75% 
Specially priced software for Cohuna Secondary College students to use at home. 
 
Microsoft Office 
Provide students at home with the same tools that they use at school and parents use at work ς from word processing to 
classroom presentations and animated Web design!  Microsoft Office Pro Plus provides a suite of products including: 
Microsoft Office Communicator and Microsoft Office Publisher 2007 for creating great class projects ς providing students 
with new ways of learning to expand their horizons. 

 $127.50  GST Exclusive 
 Estimated Retail Price $799 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅΗ  ¢ŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ нллт ŦƻǊ ƘƻƳŜ ǳǎŜΦ 
Send e-mail to: CAM16@Insight.com or  
Visit the website: www.education.vic.gov.au/management/ictsupportservices/software/microsoft/forstudents.htm 
School Number required for ordering:  7735 

ROCK EISTEDDFOD FUNDRAISER 
The Rock Eisteddfod students of Cohuna Secondary College need money to help get them to 

Melbourne on the 14
th

 !ǳƎǳǎǘ ΧΧΦΦ 
Everyone can help out. 

Save your money ready to spend it on a night out in June to raise money for the kids. 
We are going to have a Party Plan Night on Friday 19

th
 June from 7.00 pm. 

It will be a $5 entry fee with 12 party planners coming.  There will be food and drink.  There will be a spinning wheel with 
all sorts of prizes up for grabs.  You can pick up tickets from Julie Pearce or on the night. 

Contact Julie Pearce on 5456 4578 
The Cohuna Traders are great Sponsors of this event 

mailto:stsf@people.net.au
http://www.sts-education.com.au/
mailto:CAM16@Insight.com
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/ictsupportservices/software/microsoft/forstudents.htm

