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From the Principal s Desk

Our hearts go out to all those people affected by the tragic bushfires that have raged across Victoria. | was impressed
with our student group and their immediate reaction of our senior students to see me Monday morning before
Assembly to initiate a Bushfire Appeal here, and to organise a Casual Dress day on Wednesday to raise funds. This
we did. On Tuesday | received an email from the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, asking
that all government schools hold a casual dress day on Friday (13th) to raise money for the bushfire appeal. i.e. our
students and our school were ahead in our compassion for others in need.

For first semester 2009 our Year 12’s will be using the Senior Study Centre (Room 1) both for their Private Study
lessons and for recess and lunch breaks. We are aware that the space is cramped and that the current lockers
require students to leave books on the empty shelves in room 1. However, there will be major building disruptions
during first semester and the noise in the former Year 12 room would be unbearable for Private Study purposes. We
are trying to accommodate the students requests (e.g. we have allocated $200 from the SRC funds for students to
buy some items such as an urn plus other chosen items) to make the space more liveable. We will be getting new
blinds and the room was repainted before school started. There is a small number of students in Year 11 who have
Private Studies (due to their School-Based Apprenticeship) and these will also be in Room 1. Year 11 students do not
have access to the kitchenette nor are they permitted to be in the room at recess or lunchtime.

In past years a study camp began the year for Year 12’s at Beechworth (thank heavens we are not there now). We
decided early last year that this would not occur in 2009 as it did not fulfil its purpose of becoming a successful
bonding experience, nor did the accommodation arrangements meet our standards for young adults. We will be
organising an alternative “camp” later in the semester where our Year 12’s will have a motivational experience. |
would like to ask the students for their suggestions of where this might be (suggestions include Ballarat, Bendigo, etc.
It is a working camp).

Excellamus Awards.
Random Rewards were drawn from the box at Monday morning’s assembly by Mitchell Bruns (School Captain).
Congratulations to Chanice Heap, Jordan White and Holly Barker!

Some Reminders:

a) Uniform — girls shorts are not permitted to be sports shorts or running shorts. They are to have an inside leg
measurement of 20cm, and to be “dressy” navy cotton or gabardine. We do not permit any facial jewellery and those
with piercings have to have them covered with tape/bandaid until they can replace them with clear plastic holders.
Only two ear-rings are permitted per ear and then only studs or sleepers. (See page 11 in this year’s Ibis Organiser).

b) On page 12 of the Ibis Organiser, there is the Code of Conduct for Information Technology, Internet and
Computer Network Users. This must be signed by both the student and their parent before Friday 20th February. It
remains in the Ibis Organiser for verification at any time. Students who do not have the Code of Conduct signed will
have their IT privileges removed until it is signed.

c) Attendance: We are now recording those students who are late to Form assembly as well as to other classes. i.e.
School starts at 8:57am when Form Assembly begins. Three late passes without a reasonable excuse will require
another five Mini-Merits to be earned before a Bronze Excellamus Award can be earned. Absence notes must be
written for each full day away. These can be in the Ibis Organiser (see page 19) or a slip of paper. A phone-call to the
school (5456-2555) on the morning of the absence will also be sufficient. Any student who needs to leave the school
grounds for any reason (e.g. dental appointment) must bring a note and also sign out at the front office.

Exit students and their destinations:

Please see the list of last year's Year 12 group later in this Newsletter. Of course other students have gone places we
do not know and we would be delighted if you could let us know who and where. We know that Kurt Dye has an
apprenticeship in Moama (greenskeeper), Daniel Keely and Luke Hull have apprenticeships at AWMA and some of
the Year 12’s have deferred their uni place to get some work experience and funds behind them before they go in
2010.

Let us excel!
Dr. Gaell Hildebrand
Principal
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Important Dates 2009
FRIDAY
WEDNESDAY

13™  FEBRUARY
18™ - 20™ FEBRUARY
24™  FEBRUARY
25™  FEBRUARY

SCHOOL PHOTOS

YEAR 7 CAMP — BILLABONG CAMP
YEAR 7 PICNIC AT APEX PARK
HOUSE SWIMMING SPORTS

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY

CANTEEN ROSTER

Lunch
12.30 - 1.00 pm
Jen Brereton Robyn Church Debbie Cameron
Monday 16 5456 7446 5456 7341 5456 3163
Cathy Donehue Anne Alden Tina Garner
Tuesday 1 5456 7400 5456 2056 5456 4521
Wednesday 18 Lea Crichton Lea Crichton Lea Crichton Deanne.
Vanderdrift
Daniella Mathers Kerri Peace Jenny Friedberger
Thursday 19 5456 2473 5487 1236 5456 2649
Friday 20 Lea Crichton Tr5a;:35/6M80;)g|L{1g Lea Crichton
VCE LEVIES

A reminder to all VCE parents and students that the VCE levies must be paid in full or at least a quarterly instalment
made by the 20" February, 2009. If you have any queries, please contact Bernadette on 5456 2555.

EMA (Education Maintenance Allowance)
Parents/Guardians eligible as at the 28" January holding a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit card. Forms are at
the office to be completed by Frida 27" February, 2009.
1% Instalment = $310.10 (27" March, 2009)
2" Instalment = $132.90 (28th August, 2009)
$443.00

CONCESSION CARDS

2009 Victorian Public Transport Student Concession Card Application Forms are now available from the office.

Please note: The Government has lifted the child age from 15 years to 17 years of age. Now all children under 17
years (i.e. up to their 17" birthday) can travel on concession fares on public transport without the need of a concession
card.

PRIVATE BUS TRAVEL STUDENT CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE
Those families that need to convey their son/daughter more than 4.8 kilometres to the bus stop are eligible to apply for
a conveyance allowance. Application forms are now available from the school office.

A MESSAGE FROM THE YEAR 12'S

Although the school year didn’t exactly start out the way we would have liked it (in Room 1), we have slowly adjusted
and now are all looking forward to the year ahead. We have all quite eagerly assumed our role as the head of the
school, and look forward to acting as role models for the younger students to look up to. After 12 years of schooling, it
has all come down to this one final year. We're hoping that we can look back on this year and say that it was one of
our best. We're sure that all parents, including our own, have told their children at some point when they are whingeing
about going to school that they were the best days of their lives, and to make the most of it while it lasts. Although we
can’t exactly see that at this very moment (with 2 essays due tomorrow, a SAC next Tuesday and mid-year exam to
think about), we’re not going to waste the time we have together as a group, as the next time we’re all together may
well be at our 20 year reunion. As much as we're all looking forward to the end of 2009, we're also looking forward to
what lies ahead this year. We all have a similar goal for this year, this being to finish school with the knowledge that we
have done our best regardless of our score, and all will be working towards this, in what we hope is a successful,
enjoyable and unforgettable year.

From the Year 12’s.................

BUSH FIRE APPEAL

We would like to thank all those students/parents who donated on Casual Clothes Day on Wednesday. Your generous
efforts contributed to raising $564.80 so far with donations still being made to the office, towards the Bush Fire Appeal
for those Victorians who have lost their homes and belongings due to the fires. Thank you for opening your hearts and
your wallets.
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2008 YEAR 12 DESTINATIONS

Kelsey Barker — Dentistry at Latrobe University Bendigo

Stephanie Boorn — Animal & Veterinary Science at Latrobe University Bundoora
Rebecca Boorn — Visual Arts at Deakin University Melbourne

Laura Cleave — Communication & Design at Swinbourne University Prahran
Rohan Comello — Creative Writing at RMIT City

Craig Crichton — Personal Fithess Course at Bendigo

Damian Deppeler — Drama/CCAT at Deakin University

Kate Donehue — Education at Latrobe University Bendigo

Zoe Dye — Accounting Certificate 3 & 4 at BRIT Bendigo

Jessica Easton — Nursing at University of Ballarat

Kirrily Friedberger — Business at Latrobe University Bendigo

Emily Griffiths — Education at University of Ballarat

James Hall — Naval Architecture at Australian Maritime College, Launceston
Ben Harbinson — Engineering at Deakin University, Geelong

Melissa Healey — Creative Arts/Culture at ACU Melbourne

Tyler Jones — Horticulture Apprenticeship at Rich River Golf Club

Tim Jones-Masters — Social Work at Latrobe University Bundoora

Chloe Mackenzie — Arts at Melbourne University

Kirby Mann — Nursing at Flinders University SA

Emily Miller — Nursing at Latrobe University Bendigo

Thomas Murray — Business at Victorian University, St. Albans

Victoria Peace — Arts at Latrobe University Bendigo

Joel Perry — Science at Victorian University Werribee

Kelsey Poole — Nursing at Latrobe University Bendigo

James Roberts — Airforce

Jason Spence — Apprenticeship Auto Electrician

Logan Spittal — Sport & Recreation at Goulburn Ovens TAFE Shepparton
Mitchell Thompson — Pre-Apprenticeship in Building at BRIT Bendigo
Anthea Toma — Law at University of South Australia

Gemma Walkington — Education at Latrobe University Bendigo (deferring)
Kelsey White — Health Science at Latrobe University Bendigo

Kathryn Wilson — Event Management at William Angliss

Nathan Zoch — Business Management at Ozford College of Business, City

WORLD EDUCATION PROGRAM AUSTRALIA (WEP)
World Education Program Australia is now accepting applications for students to travel overseas in 2009/2010 as
exchange students for summer, semester or year. For more information, attend one of WEP’s information evenings
(shown below) or go online at www.wep.org.au to find out more about WEP’s academic programs and your opportunity
to host an international exchange student.
Information Nights: MELBOURNE 17" February, 10" March & 31% March
SYDNEY 18" February, 1% April & 6™ May
BRISBANE 24" February, 7" April & 12" May
World Education Program Australia
Contact: 1300 884 733
E-mail: info@wep.org.au

STUDENT EXCHANGE AUSTRALIA

Bring Home a Brother or Sister

In July 2009, students aged 15-18 years, from over 15 countries will be arriving in Australia to study at local schools for
5 or 10 months. Opportunities exist to act as a host family in a volunteer/unpaid capacity. Hosting can be on a
temporary, short or long term basis.

Host families help provide our students with the chance to study and experience life in Australia. This is a great way to
learn about another country and culture, establish a lifelong link to a family in another country and contribute to
international goodwill. If your family can offer a friendly, supportive and caring home environment, contact Student
Exchange Australia today.

To learn more about this opportunity call Student Exchange Australia on 1300 135 331 or visit the website:
www.studentexchange.org.au

GLOBAL GATEWAYS
The five Cohuna Global Gateways students will present their experiences to the public on:
Tuesday 1% February, 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Red Brick Building.
Come and hear about their US tour.
What did they learn?
What can youdarn from them?
See why the Americans were so impressed by our young people!
ALL WELCOME



http://www.wep.org.au/
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A night at the Drive-In Movies is on its way to
Kerang!

MADAGASCAR
ESCAPE 2 AFRICA

When: Friday 13" February, 2009
Where: Riverside Park (back oval)
Purchase tickets on the night $25 per car or $10
per person walk in (bring a blanket/chair and fm
radio)

Gates open at 7.00 pm onwards.

BBQ, soft drinks, popcorn and ice-creams are
available for purchase on the night.

Movie begins at dusk — approximately 8.30 pm.
Brought to you by Wandella Football Club.
For queries contact Janine Gray 5452 1655.

COURSES: BACK TO BASICS TUTORING

- Level 2 First Aid Course — 27" February After School Tutoring is available for ages Primary

- Red Card Training — 27" March through to Year 9 students at the Neighbourhood
House on Mondays and Wednesdays.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST: | will be teaching one-on-one the fundamentals of

- Certificate 3 in Home & Community Care literacy and/or maths.

- Certificate 3 in Aged Care 1 hour sessions between 3.45 pm to 6.45 pm. $30 per

- Certificate 3 in Child Services hour. Qualifications and record checks available on

These courses can be run in Cohuna 2009 request. Any further queries contact Kylie Cummins

if enough people are interested. Contact on 5452 1777 or 0407824934.

Lorraine on 5456 4666. Commencing 16" February, 2009.

-5/

Celebrate the links between people and place through

the timeless art of storytelling. Be part of the

Gunbower-Koondrook-Perricoota Storylines

project and help share the rich history

of these unique wetland forests. S T O0°R Y oESEN-E:S

Workshop: 4 - 7 April 2009, “The workshop empowered me to believe that it is

possible to make an impact by telling my story.”

Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE - Hattah Lakes Storylines participant.

Environment Victoria is giving eight people Your story could be about a local legend, family
the chance to share their personal connection holidays, working life or natural wonders.

to the stunning wetland forests of Gunbower, Whatever the focus, it will help capture what
Koondrook and Perricoota (GKP) in an all- makes this place special and show others why
expenses-paid digital storytelling workshop. these wetland forests are worth protecting
Under the guidance of documentary fiimmaker and restoring. The stories will feature on
Malcolm McKinnon, you will script and produce an educational DVD to be screened to

your own digital story (short film) using photos, communities around Australia.

music, video and voice-over narration. =
5 Entries close: 27 February 2009
GKP is a remarkable place of work and play, a

safe haven for native animals and plants, and For an application form or further information
home to our beloved River Red Gums. visit www.environmentvictoria.org.au or phone
Verity McLucas (03) 9341 8109
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