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Cohuna Secondary College Child Safe contact is the Principal  

If you believe a child is at immediate risk of abuse phone 000. 

English Curriculum 
With the addition of Math Pathways and the successful growth results that it is generating, and the way it challenges students 
of all capabilities, we decided that the English curriculum also needed an overhaul. There was so much to be considered. When 
looking at what direction to take our literacy and numeracy in, we reflected on: 

 Our VCE data; 

 Our NAPLAN data; 

 Our student, parent & staff attitudes to school data; and 

 Our on Demand & PAT-R Data (PAT-R at years 7 & 8 only) 
 

At both leadership and faculty level, staff analysed and discussed our strengths and weaknesses and what we need to do to 
overhaul our literacy program. Alexis Cowan, in her role as both English Domain leader and Learning Specialist, has been lead-
ing change in the English curriculum. Together with the English staff, they have been developing a ‘sliding curriculum’ that in 
part reflects the structure of VCE, but also allows room for explicit skill teaching and challenging students both above and be-
low expected levels.  
 

The English curriculum has been designed with a whole school focus, meaning that in Term 1, all students from Year’s 7-12 
study creative writing. We have designed instructional and assessment rubrics for each year level, and have identified the skills 
that are to be explicitly taught at each level. From this, students who are above or below their age appropriate level can easily 
access curriculum tasks at their level.  For example, Tommy is in Year 8, and is working at Year 9 level according to his PAT-R (& 
other) testing results. In Year 8, the skills focus is on showing emotion in writing, identifying and exploring themes within texts 
and exploring the historical and social contexts of texts. Tommy has easily grasped these concepts in class and is producing 
creative pieces of high standard, so in order to extended Tommy, his teacher can collaborate with the Year 9 teachers and in-
troduce Tommy to the concept of views and values within a text. He can then start to work from a Year 9 Instructional and 
Assessment rubric, ensuring that he still experiences growth in this subject.  
 

The key to these successful changes has been the use of data to drive change as well as teacher judgement, research and stu-
dent feedback. Alexis has been working closely with the T&L leaders and also the leadership team, doing research as well as 
working with new members of staff to guide them into our vision at the college. 
 

Change of Details 
I would like to remind parents and guardians that if your occupation or contact details including: work location, phone num-
bers, addresses or any other details have changed, to please ring the college and keep us updated. This is particularly im-
portant if we need to contact you in the case of an emergency. 
 

Subject Selections 
Subject selections are now in and subject blockings are being developed for all students to select their program for 2020. 
When we return from the holiday break there will be a further opportunity for subject counselling to ensure that students 
have made the best choices for themselves in planning for their future pathway. 
 
I wish everyone an enjoyable and restful holiday, please stay safe. Thank you to all staff for their work this term. I look forward 
to seeing you all back at school on the 7th October. 
 

Bus Travel-the wearing of seat belts, where fitted on a bus, is COMPULSORY!  

“I would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land on which our school is situated and where we 

work and live. I would like to pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging.” 

Upcoming events 
MONDAY   7th      OCTOBER         START TERM 4 

THURSDAY   10th      OCTOBER         LODDON MALLEE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL BENIDGO 

TUESDAY   15th      OCTOBER         YEAR 11 BIOLOGY CLASS - MELBOURNE ZOO EXCURSION 

TUESDAY   22nd     OCTOBER         LAST DAY OF YEAR 12 CLASSES 

Together as partners, we can excel!            Mrs. Fiona Miller  - Principal      



HEAD START PROGRAM & EXAM PREPARTION INFORMATION        

NOTICE:  Year 12 School Holiday classes! Only 6 weeks until exams. The next 6 weeks and the effective study habits students 
put in place, are vital to the young person’s success! There will be many classes in operation during the holiday period as a way 
to revise and to further consolidate the learning students have been undertaking all year. Please discuss with your young per-
son the importance of attending these classes during the holidays and the necessity of using one week of the holidays under-
taking effective and meaningful study for every subject! 
 
Advance Notice-‘Head Start’ 2020 Program 
During the last two weeks of Term 4, our college will continue to operate a ‘Head Start’ program where all students will be 
starting classes for 2020 before they leave at the end of the year. In effect, we will be starting the work of 2020 mid-November 
and December. This will allow us to build a strong base for the 2020 curriculum early and ensure students have a sound basis 
for their studies when they return to school in 2020. The ‘Head Start’ program is a compulsory requirement at our college that 
all students complete the ‘Head Start’ program prior to commencing the 2020 school year.  



Good morrow, Ladies and Gentlemen.  On Tuesday the CSC Year 8 history stu-
dents attended an excursion at Kryal Castle in Ballarat.   

 
 

 
 

We started the day learning about the social classes that made up the hierarchy 
of the feudal system during the Medieval era.  The students were given a lesson 
in the various roles that people played at the royal court. 
 

Next they visited the executioner and learnt about the horrific ways in which 
people were punished during those violent times.  Nobody fainted from this ex-
perience; in fact there was much laughter heard during this time largely thanks 
to our excellent guide Matthew who was able to inject humour into the most 
gruesome tales.  Some of the students decided that spending time in the stocks 
was preferable to the torture implements on offer inside.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Afterwards we all stopped for a bite to eat and a look around the castle.  All of 
the students enjoyed themselves finding their way through the maze and thank-
fully, they were all able to find their way out again. 



After lunch, Matthew showed us the armour and some of the weapons used dur-
ing the Medieval era and the students had an opportunity to try them out.   
 

Everyone managed to keep their heads (and other extremities) and so we moved 
on to ‘fencing’.  The hands on activity enabled students to let off some steam and 
practise their skills in wielding a (pool noodle) sword and using tactics to take 
out other players. Those of us who watched from the sidelines were entertained 
by the not so famous battle of the reds versus the blues with the reds coming out 
on top.  
 

As we had arrived early at the castle, we were able to participate in the archery 
practise which everyone had a go at.   
 

Finally, it was time to board the bus home.  After a stop at Maryborough for 
Macca’s, we arrived back in Cohuna, tired, but happy, and with a greater appre-
ciation of the challenges of life during the Medieval era. 

 
Louise Oliver and James Croker 
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STUDENT SUBJECT & CAREER NEWS     MS SHARON PAYNE & MRS CATHY DONEHUE 

This is a final reminder that applications for World Educa-
tion Program’s Goals Scholarships are closing on October 
15.  



 

COHUNA JUNIOR BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION'S  

REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN ONLINE. 

To register your child/children, all members will need to go the  

Cohuna Junior Basketball Associations web page to complete 

their registrations and payments.( link below) 

www.cohunabasketball.sportingpulse.net 

Competition will run for 10 weeks, every Monday night. 

Starting Monday October 7th.  

For this season the association is waiving their fee so only cost 

is the registration fee paid to the VBA - $40.58  

(that’s a saving of $40 per player) 

Anyone can play from ages 8yrs to 18years old. 

The registration process is very easy, but if you are having trouble, 

please contact myself on 0418339764 and I will help you through the 

process. 

Kristy Webb - Secretary   

Cohuna Junior Basketball Association. 

AUSSIE HOOPS PROGRAM -  

Cohuna Basketball Association 
The junior game development program is for all abili-

ties between the ages of 5-10yrs of age. 

Aussie Hoops is a national program which provides an 

opportunity where children can learn the skills of bas-

ketball, in a fun and friendly environment. 

 Where: Cohuna ECA Centre 

 When: Starts Monday 14th October 

 Time: 4-15 to 5-00pm 

Program will run every Monday night for 8 weeks and 

finish on Monday 2nd December. 

Payments need to be paid online at 

www.aussiehoops.com.au to register 

Any queries contact Kristy Webb on 0418339764 

 

http://www.cohunabasketball.sportingpulse.net/
http://www.aussiehoops.com.au/

