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Welcome! 
 

Dear Student, 
 
Welcome to Year 10 at Cohuna Secondary College!  In Year 10 there are some differences from life in 
Year 9. One of the key differences is that you now have the option of undertaking a VCE subject, and 
so you are partly joining the Senior School. You also have the option of undertaking a Vocational 
Education and Training course through Echuca on a Wednesday (periods 2-6). You may also like to 
consider a SBAT (School Based Apprenticeship/Traineeship). 
 
This booklet outlines the core curriculum and describes the range of VCE options and Middle School 
electives that we are offering in 2018.  Not all electives will proceed - it depends on which are 
popular enough for us to run a class.  There will be two steps in deciding this.  First, we ask you to fill 
out your initial preferences.  Then, later, we will put the electives into different “blocks” that will go 
together on the timetable (you can only study one elective from each block, as they will clash).  Late 
in Term 3, you will submit your final preferences for the electives and VCE classes in 2018.  We do 
not guarantee that you will get all your first choices - but you will get most of them.  You will do your 
electives in combined groups with Year 9 students and your VCE classes in combined groups with 
Year 11 students. 
 
As a general rule you should choose VCE options and your electives in areas that you enjoy or that 
you have done well at in the past.  When selecting electives you should consider the careers and 
courses in your future that may be linked to electives.  For example, Japanese is a subject that can 
help your chances of getting into university, in any course, but it may not be much help if you want 
to be a plumber.  In any case you must have completed Japanese in Year 9 in order to continue with 
it. Remember that many students change their mind several times during their school life about the 
career they wish to follow, so keep as many options open as possible, rather than choosing an 
elective for its short term appeal.  Some electives terminate at the end of Year 10 and so you should 
take care not to select too many of these because it may be difficult to create a Year 11 program. 
 
The Australian government now requires all young people to remain at school until they are 17, or 
are 16, have successfully completed Year 10, and have gained a full-time apprenticeship or other 
workplace training. We support this requirement. 
 
For further help with course selection talk to your subject teachers, the Pathways and Careers staff 
(Mrs Dehne and Miss Melisa Sincock), Mr. Brain, your parents, friends and relatives who know about 
the careers you are interested in pursuing.  
 
We are committed to maximising your potential and look forward to working with you as you begin 
your transition into the Senior School. 
 
Together, we can excel! 
 
Mr. Stephen Brain      Mrs. Sallie Hawken 
Principal       Year 10 Co-ordinator 
 
Mrs. Fiona Miller      
Assistant Principal      
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 Overview  

Year 10 Curriculum in 2018 

Core: English    5 periods per week 

  Geography   3 periods per week 
  Health and Fitness  2 periods per week (if no VCE unit) 
  History    3 periods per week 
  Mathematics   5 periods per week 
  Science    3 periods per week 
  Electives   2 x 3 periods per week 
PLUS   
  VCE subject   5 periods per week (no Health & Fitness) 
OR  another Elective  3 periods/week (and Health & Fitness) 

VET/SBAT    

VCE Option: 
Many students will study a Year 11 subject (VCE units 1 & 2) as part of their Year 10 program. Other 
students may undertake an additional elective in lieu of a VCE subject. The VCE subjects available 
may include: Biology, Business Management, Food & Technology, General Maths, Physical Education 
and Psychology. Not ALL of these may be available as it depends on popularity with Year 10s and 
course choices with Year 11s.  The final VCE options will be known in Term 4. 

Electives: 
You will undertake two (2) electives each semester along with a VCE unit - OR three (3) electives each 
semester as well as Health & PE.  We recommend that you choose a balanced program with at least 
one technology elective and one creative arts elective. 

CREATIVE ARTS TECHNOLOGY 
Architect & Industrial Design Auto Practices 

Art 3 Design & ICT 

Art 4 Entertaining with Food 

Art extension Fashion and Textiles 

Dance Food in Australia 

Visual Communication & Design Girls 4 Tech 

 Information Technology - Programming 

PHYS ED ACTIVITIES Metalwork  

Adventure Fitness Metalwork & Design  

Ball Games Small Engines 

Bronze Medallion/Bronze Cross Systems Engineering 

Outdoor Education Technology – Advanced Drawing in Design 

Racquet Sports Wood 3 

Sports Science Wood 4 

World Football  

OTHER ELECTIVES  

Blogs 2 Books - Xtra Eng   

Careers 

Japanese - Year 10 

Managing Money 

Paddock to Plate 

Science Beyond 2020 

The Big Picture (Issues of Concern) 
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 Year 10 Core Curriculum in 2018 

 

Each of the following CORE SUBJECTS is studied by every student in Year 10. 
 

ENGLISH: 

 

Year 10 English    
At Year 10 students continue to practise, consolidate and extend what they have learned from 
previous levels. They also extend their understanding of how language works, and learn to transfer 
this knowledge to different contexts 
 
The study of English is organised around three language modes: 
 
Reading and Viewing  
Reading and viewing involves understanding, interpreting, reflecting upon, and enjoying written and 
visual, print and non-print texts. Reading involves active engagement with texts and the 
development of knowledge about the relationship between them and the contexts in which they are 
created. This dimension encompasses reading and viewing a wide range of texts and media, including 
fiction and non-fiction works, newspapers and magazines, illustrations, posters and charts, film and 
television and the texts associated with information and communications technology. 
 
Writing  
Writing refers to the active process of conceiving, planning, composing, editing and publishing fiction 
and non-fiction texts. Writing involves using appropriate language for particular purposes or 
occasions to represent and reflect on ideas, issues, arguments, events, experience, character, 
emotion and information. It involves the development of knowledge about writing strategies and 
conventions and includes writing for print and electronic media and performance. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Speaking and listening refers to the various formal and informal ways oral language is used to convey 
and receive meaning. It involves the development and demonstration of knowledge about the 
appropriate oral language for particular audiences and occasions, including body language and voice. 
It also involves the development of active listening strategies and an understanding of the 
conventions of different spoken texts including everyday communication, group discussion, formal 
presentations and speeches, storytelling and negotiating. 
 

 
Periods per week: 5 periods. 
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GEOGRAPHY: 

 

Geographies of Human Wellbeing 
This unit will enable students to identify the relevant factors affecting human wellbeing around the 
world and how wellbeing is measured using a range of indicators. It will also enable students to 
analyse the dynamics of change affecting human populations and the resulting environmental and 
social problems associated with future development.  

*  Indicators of Development   *  Gender 
*  Population Growth    *  United Nations & Aid Agencies 
*  Developing Nations    *  Future population patterns 
*  Mapping & Graphing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Environmental Change and Management 
This unit enables students to investigate some of the environmental changes taking place across the 
earth and, in particular effects of human impact on various environments. Students should be able to 
identify a range of strategies being implemented to manage and respond to change in order to 
maintain sustainable environments. 

 Climate & Change 

 Land Degradation 

 Ecology 

 Mapping 

 National Parks 

 Rivers and River systems 
 
 
Geography Assessment: 

1.  Classwork and Assignments 
2.  Fieldwork 
3.  Tests 
4.   2 Exams (middle and end of year) 

 

Periods per week: 3 periods. 
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HEALTH & FITNESS: 

 

In this class students will learn the value of being fit through participation in various forms of 
training. We will spend time improving our fitness by participating in fitness testing, circuits, weight 
training, aerobics, and other forms of training. Topics covered in Year 10 Health are: drugs, 
relationships, pre-driver education, mental health. We will do two terms of Health and two terms of 
Fitness. 
 

 
 
 
Periods per week: 2 periods. 
(or none if you do a VCE subject) 
 
 

HISTORY: 

 
Australia in the Modern World 
 
The twentieth century was an important period in Australia’s social, economic, political and cultural 
development.  Conflict and cooperation across the world provides a context for understanding our 
place.  
Depth Studies: 

 World War 11 
 Cause of World War 11 
 Theatres of War 
 The Home Front 
 The Holocaust 

Areas of Study: 
In this subject students will explore themes such as: 

 Rights and freedoms (e.g. the struggle for rights 
And freedoms by Australians first nations 
peoples) 

 Civil rights movement in America 

 Popular culture 

 Post War Australia 

 Fads & Fashions 

 Continuity in charge in beliefs & values 
History Assessment:  

1.  Assignments 
2.  Structured Writing 
3.  Tests 
4.  2 Exams (middle and end of year) 

 
Periods per week: 3 periods. 
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MATHEMATICS: 

 
The Year 10 Mathematics course content covers the three mathematics strands of the Victorian 
Curriculum (Level 10): Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability.   
Topics covered include Financial Mathematics, Patterns and Algebra, Linear and non-linear 
relationships, Measurement, Geometric reasoning, Pythagoras’ Theorem, Trigonometry, Chance and 
Data representation and interpretation.  The use of technology is integrated into selected topics. 
Students are required to demonstrate mathematical understanding, fluency, problem solving and 
reasoning.  They will be assessed using a variety of methods, including: 

 Projects and Assignments 

 Skills practise, including homework 

 Topic Tests 

 On-line testing 

 Semester Exams 
Periods per week: 5 periods 
 
Semester One: 
Students will remain in their form groups (10Y and 10Z) for their mathematics classes.  Both classes 
will cover the same content, with common assessment tasks.  They will have a common Semester 
one exam. 
Semester Two: 
Students will be allocated to either General Maths or Methods Maths.  Students will be allocated to 
classes based on the results that they obtain in a range of assessment tasks for Semester One.  
Consideration will also been given to the level of mathematics required for students’ future career 
options.  The two classes will be timetabled together, so that students may move between classes 
should the need arise.  Parents will be given the opportunity to discuss their child’s allocation.  The 
two classes are as follows: 

General Maths  
This class will cover the Victorian Curriculum standards for Year 10 Mathematics.  The aim will be to 
prepare students for General Maths or Foundation Maths in Year 11.  This class will suit students 
who: 

 Would find the more advanced mathematics class too challenging 

 Do not intend to study the more difficult levels of maths (Methods and Specialist) at VCE 
level 

 Are more interested in working on their mathematics skills used in everyday life and 
employment. 

Maths Methods   (Advanced Maths) 
This class will cover the Victorian Curriculum standards for Year 10A Mathematics.  It will cover the 
same topics as the General Maths class, but in more depth and at a faster pace.  Students will also be 
introduced to some advanced mathematics needed for Year 11 Math Methods.  The aim will be to 
prepare students for Math Methods and/or General Maths/Specialist Maths in Year 11.  This class 
will suit students who: 

 Enjoy mathematics and are good at it 

 Intend to study the most difficult level maths at VCE level 

 Need to study advanced mathematics for their chosen career 

 Can work independently and are prepared to complete work at home to keep up with the 
faster pace of this class. 
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SCIENCE: 
 

 

During Year 10 Science students cover a wide range of topic areas, in order for them to have a 
clearer picture to continue in the science area in VCE studies. 
 
The topics covered in Year 10 include: 
 

Chemical Science Physical Science Earth & Space 
Sciences 

Biological 
Science 

Other 

 Chemistry – 
elements and 
reactions 

 Road 
Science, 
forces & 
motion 

 The 
universe 

 Global 
systems 

 Genetics 

 Evolution 

 Energy and 
systems 

 
Science Assessment: 

1. Practical Reports 

2. Research and Assignments 

3. Tests 

4. Scientific Posters 

5. 2 Exams (middle and end of year) 

 

Periods per week: 3 periods 
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VCE Options 
Many Year 10 students will choose one of the following six VCE subjects.  
 

 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT: 
 

Unit 1: Planning a business 
  
Businesses of all sizes are major contributors to the economic and social wellbeing of a 
nation. Therefore how businesses are formed and the fostering of conditions under which 
new business ideas can emerge are vital for a nation’s wellbeing. Taking a business idea and 
planning how to make it a reality are the cornerstones of economic and social development. 
In this unit students explore the factors affecting business ideas and the internal and 
external environments within which businesses operate, and the effect of these on planning 
a business. 
 
 
Unit 2: Establishing a business 
 
This unit focuses on the establishment phase of a business’s life. Establishing a business 
involves complying with legal requirements as well as making decisions about how best to 
establish a system of financial record keeping, staff the business and establish a customer 
base. In this unit students examine the legal requirements that must be satisfied to establish 
a business. They investigate the essential features of effective marketing and consider the 
best way to meet the needs of the business in terms of staffing and financial record keeping. 
Students analyse various management practices in this area by applying this knowledge to 
contemporary business case studies from the past four years. 
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS:  
 

Units 1 and 2: 
 
Areas of Study: 
  

 Arithmetic 

 Data analysis and simulation 

 Algebra 

 Graphs of linear and non-linear relations 

 Geometry and trigonometry 

 Number systems and Recursion 
 

Units 1 and 2 are to be constructed to suit the range of students entering the study by 
selecting material from the six areas of study using the following rules: 
 

 for each unit, material covers four or more topics selected from at least three different 
areas of study; 

 courses intended to provide preparation for study at the Units 3 and 4 level should 
include selection of material from areas of study which provide a suitable background for 
these studies; 

 selected material from an area of study provide a clear progression in key knowledge 
and key skills from Unit 1 to Unit 2. 

 
Specialist Mathematics will provide excellent preparation for students wishing to do Further 
Mathematics 3/4 and/or Math Methods 1/2 in Year 11. 
 
The appropriate use of technology to support and develop the teaching and learning of 
mathematics is to be incorporated throughout the course. This will include the use of CAS 
(computer algebra systems) technology. 
 
Assessment:  School-based assessment consists of assignments,  
projects, tests and examinations. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
 

Unit 1: The human body in motion 
 
In this unit students explore how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems work 

together to produce movement. Through practical activities students explore the 

relationships between the body systems and physical activity, sport and exercise, and how 

the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the activity. Students investigate the role 

and function of the main structures in each system and how they respond to physical 

activity, sport and exercise. They explore how the capacity and 

functioning of each system acts as an enabler or barrier to movement 

and participation in physical activity. 

  
 
 
Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society 
 
This unit develops students’ understanding of physical activity, sport and society from a 

participatory perspective. Students are introduced to types of physical activity and the role 

participation in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays in their own health and 

wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different population groups. Through a series 

of practical activities, students experience and explore different types of physical activity 

promoted in their own and different population groups. They gain an appreciation of the 

level of physical activity required for health benefits. Students investigate how participation 

in physical activity varies across the lifespan. They explore a range of factors that influence 

and facilitate participation in regular physical activity. They collect data to determine 

perceived enablers of and barriers to physical activity and the ways in which opportunities 

for participation in physical activity can be extended in various communities, social, cultural 

and environmental contexts. Students investigate individual and population-based 

consequences of physical inactivity and sedentary behaviour. They then create and 

participate in an activity plan that meets the physical activity and sedentary behaviour 

guidelines relevant to the particular population group being studied 
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BIOLOGY: 

Unit 1: How do living things stay alive? 

In this unit students are introduced to some of the challenges to an organism in sustaining 
life. Students examine the cell as the structural and functional unit of life, from the single 
celled to the multicellular organism, and the requirements for sustaining cellular processes 
in terms of inputs and outputs. They analyse types of adaptations that enhance the 
organism’s survival in a particular environment and consider the role homeostatic 
mechanisms play in maintaining the internal environment. Students investigate how a 
diverse group of organisms form a living interconnected community that is adapted to, and 
utilises, the abiotic resources of its habitat. The role of a keystone species in maintaining the 
structure of an ecosystem is explored. Students consider how the planet’s biodiversity is 
classified and the factors that affect the growth of a population. 
 
Unit 2: How is continuity of life maintained?  
 
In this unit students focus on cell reproduction and the transmission of biological 
information from generation to generation. Students learn that all cells are derived from 
pre-existing cells through the cell cycle. They examine the process of DNA replication and 
compare cell division in both prokaryotic and eukaryotic organisms. Students explore the 
mechanisms of asexual and sexual reproductive strategies, and consider the advantages and 
disadvantages of these two types of reproduction. The role of stem cells in the 
differentiation, growth, repair and replacement of cells in humans is examined, and their 
potential use in medical therapies is considered. Students use chromosome theory and 
terminology from classical genetics to explain the inheritance of characteristics, analyse 
patterns of inheritance, interpret pedigree charts and predict outcomes of genetic crosses. 
They explore the relationship between genes, the environment and the regulation of genes 
in giving rise to phenotypes. They consider the role of genetic knowledge in decision making 
about the inheritance of autosomal dominant, autosomal recessive and sex-linked genetic 
conditions. In this context the uses of genetic screening and its social and ethical issues are 
examined. 
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PSYCHOLOGY: 
 

Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped? 
 
Human development involves changes in thoughts, feelings and behaviours. In this unit 
students investigate the structure and functioning of the human brain and the role it plays in 
the overall functioning of the human nervous system. Students explore brain plasticity and 
the influence that brain damage may have on a person’s psychological functioning. They 
consider the complex nature of psychological development, including situations where 
psychological development may not occur as expected. Students 
examine the contribution that classical and contemporary studies 
have made to an understanding of the human brain and its 
functions, and to the development of different psychological 
models and theories used to predict and explain the development 
of thoughts, feelings and behaviours. 
 
 
 
 
Unit 2: How do external factors influence behaviour and mental processes? 
 
A person’s thoughts, feelings and behaviours are influenced by a variety of biological, 
psychological and social factors. In this unit students investigate how perception of stimuli 
enables a person to interact with the world around them and how their perception of stimuli 
can be distorted. They evaluate the role social cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, 
perception of themselves and relationships with others. Students explore a variety of factors 
and contexts that can influence the behaviour of an individual and groups. They examine the 
contribution that classical and contemporary research has made to the understanding of 
human perception and why individuals and groups behave in specific ways.  
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FOOD STUDIES: 
 

Unit 1: Food origins 
 
This unit focuses on food from historical and cultural perspectives. Students investigate the 
origins and roles of food through time and across the world. Students explore how humanity 
has historically sourced its food, examining the general progression from hunter-gatherer to 
rural-based agriculture, to today’s urban living global trade in food. Students consider the 
origins and significance of food through inquiry into particular food-producing regions of the 
world. 
Students also investigate Australian indigenous food 
prior to European settlement and how food patterns 
have changed over time. Students investigate cuisines 
that are part of Australia’s culinary identity today and 
reflect on the concept of an Australian cuisine. They 
consider the influence of technology and globalisation on 
food patterns.  
 
 
Unit 2: Food makers 
 
In this unit students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia, exploring both 
commercial food production industries and food production in small-scale domestic settings. 
Students gain insight into the significance of food industries to the Australian economy and 
investigate the capacity of industry to provide safe, high-quality food that meets the needs 
of consumers. 
Students produce foods and consider a range of evaluation measures to compare their foods 
to commercial products. They consider the effective provision and preparation of food in the 
home, and analyse the benefits and challenges of developing and using practical food skills 
in daily life. Students design new food products and adapt recipes to suit particular needs 
and circumstances.  
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ELECTIVES 2018 

Each student will undertake two or three electives in each semester. 

 
When making your choices we encourage you to: 
(a)  Choose at least one unit from each of the Creative Arts and Technology areas. 
(b)  Carefully study the brief course outlines provided. For further advice about units, please do 

not hesitate to consult with your Year Level Co-ordinator and/or teachers. 
(c)  Select units that relate to your interests, expertise or future career choice(s).  

Consult with the Pathways and Careers staff if you have questions about this. 
(d)  For more specific information on subjects refer to the teachers listed below. 
For further advice discuss with the following teachers. 

 
CREATIVE ARTS: 
Art:      Ms Porter 
Visual Communication & Design:  Mr C Hill 
 

TECHNOLOGY: 
Auto/Small Engines/Welding:   Mr M Hill 
Entertaining with Food:    Mrs Miller or Mrs Clifford 
Food in Australia:   Mrs Miller or Mrs Clifford 
Girls 4 Tech:    Mr M Hill or Mr C Hill 
Information Technology:   Mrs Clifford 
Fashion & Textiles:   Mrs Clifford 
Systems Engineering:    Mr M Hill 
Wood:      Mr Gray or Mr M Hill 
 

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE): 
Japanese:      
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
Adventure Fitness   Mr Treacy 
Ball Games    Mrs Dehne 
Outdoor Education   Mr Treacy 
Racquet Sports    Mr Murray 
World Football    Mrs Dehne 
Bronze Medallion   Mrs Dehne 
 

OTHER ELECTIVES: 
Blogs 2 Books - Xtra Eng   Mrs Mahler  
Paddock to Plate:    Mrs Bottcher  
Managing Money:   Mrs Angove 
Science Beyond 2020   Miss Fitzpatrick 
Careers     Mrs Dehne  

 
PATHWAYS and CAREER ADVICE: 
Mrs Dehne    Miss Sincock   Mr Brain 
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ELECTIVES offered: 

 

All electives are 3 periods per week for one semester,  
except Japanese (3 periods per week all year). 

 

ADVENTURE FITNESS: 
 

In this elective students will have the opportunity to improve both their physical fitness, and 
knowledge of fitness activities and muscle groups. Participants will complete a variety of circuit 
training, cross training, basic weight lifting training and boot camp sessions throughout 
the semester. Participants are also taught training exercises that they can 
then use at home with minimal or no equipment. Most single lessons will 
be theory based focusing on an introduction to some topics of VCE PE. 
 
 
 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN/INDUSTRIAL DESIGN: 
 
In this subject students will research modern and historical designs. They will develop technical 
drawing skills and they will develop sketching techniques appropriate for architectural or industrial 
design. Students will complete an accurate floor plan, complete three dimensional drawings and 
design an information poster or brochure relating to product design. Students will develop an 
understanding of VCE design principles in this subject to ensure that they are aware of the 
expectations of VCE Visual Communication and Design. 
 

 

ART 3: 
 

In this elective students will continue to develop their artistic abilities.  They will develop knowledge 
of a range of art styles and art forms.  Their folio pieces will focus on exploring a range of materials, 
techniques and ideas.  Students will also develop an understanding of artistic styles and how and 
why artworks are created.  Both practical and research work will be completed. Students will be 
given the opportunity to explore a variety of studio forms. 

 

ART 4: 
 

Students in this elective research styles of a variety of artists to which they develop their own artistic 
responses. They are able to use a wide variety of media in their work and are encouraged to explain, 
analyse and experiment with materials and techniques when creating their responses. Students also 
have the opportunity to work with a variety of materials and techniques. 
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 ART extension: 

Visual Art Extension – Drawing 
 
What is it about? 
Visual Art Extension in Drawing will extend your knowledge, understanding and skills in drawing. 
Students will study the work of significant artists and make connections between the work of others 
and their own creative work. An important aspect of the course will be responding to drawings 
through reflection on the culture and time of the artist, as well as through making original works. 
There will be opportunities to refine skills across a range of drawing techniques and present finished 
drawings. 
 
Who might be interested in Visual Art Extension – Drawing? 
Visual Art Extension – Drawing is a course suited to Year 9/10 students who possess high ability in 
Visual Arts and have an interest to further their drawing skills. This course will include making a body 
of art works using a variety of drawing techniques and written artist’s statements. This course is 
suited to students considering undertaking Studio Arts in Year 11 or 12 and can be taken alongside 
the 9/10 Visual Arts course or companioned to Extension – Painting or Printing semester based 
courses. 
 
What do you need for this subject? 
This course is suited to students who have demonstrated a strong ability in Visual Arts. You will need 
to be able to work independently and be motivated to research areas of the art world that relates to 
your work. 

 

Visual Art Extension – Printing 
 
What is it about? 
Visual Art Extension in Printing will extend your knowledge, understanding and skills as a print 
maker. Students will study the work of significant artists and make connections between the work of 
others and their own creative work. An important aspect of the course will be responding to prints 
through reflection on the culture and time of the artist, as well as through making original works. 
There will be opportunities to refine skills across a range of printing techniques and present finished 
prints. 
 
Who might be interested in Visual Art Extension – Printing? 
Visual Art Extension – Printing is a course suited to Year 9/10 students who possess high ability in 
Visual Arts and have an interest to further their printing skills. This course will include making a body 
of prints using a variety of printing techniques and written artist’s statements. This course is suited to 
students considering undertaking Studio Art in Year 11 or 12 and can be taken alongside the 9/10 
Visual Arts course or companioned to Extension – Drawing or Painting semester based courses. 
 
What do you need for this subject? 
This course is suited to students who have demonstrated a strong ability in Visual Arts. You will need 
to be able to work independently and be motivated to research areas of the art world that relate to 
your work. 
 

Visual Art Extension – Painting 
 
What is it about? 
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 Visual Art Extension in Painting will extend your knowledge, understanding and skills as a painter. 

Students will study the work of significant artists and make connections between the work of others 
and their own creative work. An important aspect of the course will be responding to paintings 
through reflection on the culture and time of the artist, as well as through making original works. 
There will be opportunities to refine skills across a range of painting techniques and present finished 
paintings. 
 
Who might be interested in Visual Art Extension – Painting? 
Visual Art Extension – Painting is a course suited to Year 9.10 students who possess high ability in 
Visual Arts and have an interest to further their paining skills. This course will include making a body 
or art works, using a variety of painting techniques and written artist’s statements. This course is 
suited to students considering undertaking Studio Art in Year 11 or 12 and can be taken alongside the 
9/10 Visual Arts course or companioned to Extension – Drawing or Printing semester based courses. 
 
What do you need for this subject? 
This course is suited to students who have demonstrated a strong ability in Visual Arts. You will need 
to be able to work independently and be motivated to research areas of the art work that relate to 
you work. 

 

 

AUTOMOTIVE PRACTICES: 
 
This elective aims to get students to use and identify various automotive tools, to develop safe and 
methodical work habits and to develop an understanding of the main automotive systems. 
CONTENT: The areas covered: 

* Dismantling, inspecting and re-assembling of the components. 
* Servicing car parts. 
* Class discussions about ‘the car’. 

SPECIAL ADVICE:  
Protective footwear and clothing are required. 
 
 

 
 
 

BALL GAMES: 
 
This elective aims to encourage skill development, knowledge of rules and strategies and a healthy 
approach to participation in ball games. 
CONTENT: Basketball; Volleyball; Softball; Soccer; Cricket; Hockey; 
Netball; European Handball could be covered. Skill practices, rules and 
theory work relating to sports and sport in the community will be 
covered as well as playing the sports. 
Most single lessons will be theory based focusing on an introduction to some  
topics of VCE PE. 
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BLOGS 2 BOOKS - XTRA ENG: 
 

Using a range of forms of text and film, we will provide additional assistance for those students who 
need extra help with their English.  This elective will involve further developing reading, writing and 
speaking skills. 
 
 

BRONZE MEDALLION and BRONZE CROSS: 
 

Theory and practice aspects of the Bronze Medallion will be covered and tested.  Those that pass the 
test will be awarded the medallion.  Second term will cover aspects of fitness both practical and 
theory. Skin cancer and a brief introduction to First Aid will also be covered. 
 

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  
The students should have some skill in swimming.  In some cases students are not 
capable of this level.  If you are in doubt ask Mrs Dehne or Mr Murray for a quick 
skill test.  We will cover the strokes used in life saving and these strokes will be 
refined. Students who already have the Bronze Medallion can upgrade to the 
Bronze Cross or update their Bronze Medallion qualification.  
 

The cost of entry to the pool will have to be paid for by the student.  Those that pass the test will also 
pay for the medallion, after the tests. 
Most single lessons will be theory based focusing on an introduction to some topics of VCE PE. 
 

CAREERS: 

This subject will allow students to become better informed about what is ahead of them when 
selecting a career path. Students will investigate the range of career paths that are available to them 
and look at how they can attain such a career. Students will investigate the role of University and get 
a better understanding of how they can apply for University and TAFE courses. Students will also 
investigate pathways into the world of work and get a better understanding of what is involved with 
entering an apprenticeship or traineeship. Students will complete a resume as part of this class and 
will also be expected to undertake a mock interview to ensure they are aware of what is involved in 
attaining a job. Students will receive help with future subject selections. Students will gain an 
understanding of ‘employability skills’ and how they relate to the world of work. 

 

DANCE: 
 

Dance develops your ability to use your body as a means for expression and communication, as well 
as helping you build skills in teamwork and self-
confidence. This elective will provide activities that 
explore themes and styles of movement over a vast 
range of dance genres. Students will develop body 
awareness and movement skills that will provide you 
with the opportunity to create, make and present. 
Dance will be explored within a social, cultural and/or 
historical context. 
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DESIGN & ICT: 
 

Students follow the technology process to design and create information products for clients. The 
type of products vary from year to year depending on the skill level and interests of the class.  
Production may include: 

 Photograph repair using Photoshop Elements. 

 Creating interactive documents. 

 Designing spaces using SketchUp. 

 

 

ENTERTAINING WITH FOOD: 
 
This elective aims to develop skills in meal management and food preparation, as well as social skills. 
Students will be required to work in groups when planning to entertain different age groups of 
people. Topics include: 

 Meals for a variety of social occasions. 

 Menu planning, table setting and social etiquette. 

 Different ways of preparing and serving foods. 

 Entertaining across the lifespan. 

 Variations in nutritional needs over the lifespan. 
 

 

FASHION & TEXTILES:  
 

Students practice garment production skills by constructing a child’s garment that will be donated to 
charity. This process will cover the use of commercial patterns, pattern layout and 
cutting as well as techniques such as gathering, zipper and button closures, 
pockets, hems and facings.  
 
Using simple design techniques students will make changes to a basic 
commercial pattern to create a simple personalised garment from cotton 
jersey fabric. 
This course will involve the use of various utility stitches of the domestic 
sewing machine as well as using the overlocker and cover-stitch machines. 
Students study sustainable practices in cotton production in Australia. 
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FOOD IN AUSTRALIA:  
 
Australia has become a multicultural Society. This subject explores the food that different cultures 
have introduced into our everyday lives. Students will be able to learn new cooking techniques from 
a variety of cultures. Students will study cooking methods, food technology, health and nutrition. 
 
 Topics include: 

 New and emerging foods 

 Changing Lifestyles 

 Food production techniques 
 
 
 
 

 

GIRLS 4 TECH: 
 
This is an exclusive female only technology class, the students are introduced to the design and 
development stages of both metal and woodwork studies. Students will learn the skills and 
techniques in metals by designing and developing a range of different welding and wrought iron 
pieces for 10 weeks with the other 10 weeks spent on the following:- 

 Model costing 

 Material manipulation 

 Construction on unique projects 

 Woodworking joints 

 Evaluation report  
 
The cost of this subject is $40 per student 

 

 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: Programming 

 

Students follow the Technology process to create a website for a client. In preparation for this they 
work through self-paced packages introducing them to several programming languages, XHTML, Java 
Script, XML and CSS. 
Students will be assessed on: 

 Thinking skills 

 Managing Personal learning 

 Creativity and production. 
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JAPANESE - Year 10 

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
 
This elective runs for BOTH semesters!!! 
 
This elective is ONLY open to those students who studied Japanese in Year 9. In this elective you will 
build on your present knowledge of Japanese.  
The focus will be on 

 speaking and conversational Japanese; and  

 reading and writing compound and complex sentences 

 developing greater intercultural knowledge 
 
 
Periods per week: 3 periods – across the whole year. 
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 MANAGING MONEY: 

 

Want to be a millionaire? This elective will focus on the wise management of your finances. It will 
assist you to develop skills that will enable you to look after your money, both now and in the future. 
 
Topics will include: 

  Your financial worth 

  Personal record keeping and personal budgeting  

  Taxation  

  Insurance  

  Share market and other investments 
 
 

 

METALWORK: 
 
This elective aims to develop your knowledge of the electric and gas welding equipment and their 
capabilities. 
 
CONTENT: 
• You will perform a number of compulsory welded joints in both gas and 
electric welding to develop your skills and confidence. 
• When competency has been reached, you will progress to producing small 
articles using both welding techniques. 
 
SPECIAL ADVICE:  
Protective clothing, safety glasses and footwear are required. 
 
A charge of $10.00 per student for this subject. 

 

 

METALWORK AND DESIGN:  
 

This elective aims to broaden your theoretical knowledge and practical skills in welding.  

 Practical exercises in arc and oxy welding  

 Introduction to the process of design of a product to suit a particular purpose 

 Exercises in weld preparation and the design of metal joints 

 Joint application and stress in structures and welded products 

 General fabrication principles 

 Methods of conveying information in workshops by representational drawings 

 Design and evaluation of a product of the students own choice in consultation with the 
teacher  

 Assignment work on careers in the metal trades. 
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SPECIAL ADVICE 
Students will be required to keep records of theoretical and practical activities. 
If larger design projects are to be made students are responsible for the 
purchase of the required materials.  
 
Students are required to provide their personal protective clothing (long 
sleeve overalls are essential to avoid radiation burns during arc welding), 
safety glasses and suitable leather footwear. 

 
A charge for individual projects will be paid by the student prior to taking the item home. 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION: 
 
This elective aims to develop students’ abilities and interests in a variety of outdoor pursuits.  It must 
be stressed that it is for the serious P.E. student as full involvement is necessary. 
 
CONTENT:  
A number of areas may be covered including: 
Swimming and Lifesaving; Canoeing; Snorkelling; Lawn Bowls, Target Shooting; Fishing; Hiking and 
Bushwalking; Cycling and Foot rallies. 
There is quite a lot of theory and assignment work to be covered in completing many of the topics.  
Excursions are an important part of this unit. 
 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENT:  
Each student may be required to pay costs to cover additional outdoor activities ie. 
canoeing/paddleboarding. 
Most single lessons will be theory based focusing on an introduction to some topics of VCE  
PE. 
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PADDOCK TO PLATE:  
 
 
 
In this elective you will explore animal nutrition through rearing real 
calves (as part of the “Cows Create Careers” program) 
and hatching chickens; build a vegie and herb garden, 
and investigate other ways to produce food and fibre 
from animals and plants.  You will investigate solutions 

to problems that exist in agriculture and horticulture. Looking at agricultural systems 
and sustainability. 
 
 We will also make food from a range of local produce. 
 
 
 

Physical Education - SPORTS SCIENCE: 
 
Sports Science is a useful subject for those students who wish to study Physical Education in Years 11 
and 12 or pursue a career in the Health, Sport and Recreation. Sports Science is for students who 
have a genuine interest in sport and desire to understand and improve their sporting performance. 
Theory lessons will be based upon sport physiology and will explore detailed topics of energy and 
body systems as well as training programs and performance improvement. 

 

 

 

 

RACQUET SPORTS: 
 
This elective will work towards developing skills specifically in sports involving a net or racquet.  
Students will learn rules and develop a basic knowledge of these sports: e.g. Badminton; Tennis; Bat 
Tennis; Squash; Table Tennis and Volley Ball (depending on availability of venues and the weather). 
Some theory work will be covered as well as skills practices. 
Most single lessons will be theory based focusing on an introduction to some topics of VCE PE. 
 

 
 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=gymnastics&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ETUzWYa-gy0m_M&tbnid=WQgcsxrgrk_wFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/photo_6513622_yoga-gymnastics.html&ei=KWzsUeqILYbjkgWP94CoCg&bvm=bv.49478099,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNFtn5DCYwQCmjCiWy3jGZiejmyiOQ&ust=1374535025407169
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SCIENCE BEYOND 2020: 

 

Considering science-linked careers as a future option? In this elective we will explore innovative 
science, get behind the gimmicks into the theory and try some practical tasks in the lab. The content 
will be negotiated with the students to ensure up-to-date science and students’ interest are both 
explored.  Possibilities include gene technology, space science, and more… 
 
     
 
        
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SMALL ENGINES: 
 
This elective will introduce students to the theoretical aspects of small engines, the diagnosis of 
engine faults, and the procedures required to carry out maintenance and simple repairs. 
 
CONTENT.  
1. Through a combination of theoretical and practical exercises students will develop an 
understanding of: 

 Four and two stroke engines operation 

 Maintenance procedures 

 Intake and exhaust systems 

 Lubrication requirements 

 Correct use of tools and equipment for repair and maintenance 
2. Complete an assignment on careers in motor mechanics. 
 
SPECIAL ADVICE:  
Students will be required to keep records of theory and practical activities. 
Students are required to bring a small engine to work on and are responsible the purchase of any 
parts if they require the engine to be made operable. (The small engine should be a ‘2’ stroke). 
 
Students are required to provide their personal protective clothing (only overalls or dustcoats are 
acceptable) and suitable leather footwear - which must be worn at all times in the workshop.  
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SYSTEMS ENGINEERING: 
 
This course will develop the students understanding of both electronics and mechanical automation 
systems and how to link the two different systems together.  
Students will have access to a range of technologies throughout this course from learning about new 
and emerging technology to using current programmable devices via the Computer and Tablet. 
Students will construct a range of different projects interfacing them with both mechanical and 
electronic systems. Over the duration of this course students will learn how to assemble and solder 
complex electronic circuits, construct geared and other mechanical advanced electric motor driven 
devices, and learn how to programme electronic control circuits via the Computer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A charge of $25.00 per student for this subject. 
 

 

TECHNOLOGY – Advanced Drawing in Design: 
This elective is designed to develop student’s skills in sketching, rendering and technical drawings. 
The elective will cover 3D sketching for product design. Rendering 
techniques that enhance student’s designs emphasising product 
materials and shading to enhance 3D form. 
With the opportunity to 3D print their final concepts. 
Students will develop their skills in technical drawings like Isometric, 
Planometric, Orthographic, 1-2 Point perspective, floorplans and 
elevations. These drawings and skills a vital for Architecture design, Art, 
Industrial design, Product design and Metal work, Systems 
Engineering, VCD,  Woodwork.  
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THE BIG PICTURE: (Issues of Concern) 

This elective will focus on past/current national and international issues of concern. This subject will 
focus on educating students about issues such as; refugees, global food crisis, child slave labour, 
extinction of species, access to education, civil warfare within countries and so on. Students will get 
an opportunity to investigate issues and discuss them with each other. This elective will delve into 
the areas of encouraging students to develop their "deeper" thinking and push them further with 
their questioning techniques to support them further with their studies.  

 

 

 

 

 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN: 

 
This elective involves students in developing their knowledge and skills in new 
techniques for drawing and visual design. Folio work is developed in an appropriate 
style and is based on the use of the Design Elements and Principles. You will learn 
skills and techniques in a variety of media including IT-based media. Students will be 
encouraged to use the system of using a design brief as a designer in industry would. 
One group project can be working on the school magazine, the Meander, laying out 

the cover and key pages.  
 
 
 
 

 

WOOD 3: 
 

In Wood 3 you learn the skills necessary to plan and successfully complete one or more projects.  You 
will be given the opportunity to develop: 

 A wide range of hand skills. 

 A knowledge of tools and their use. 

 Developmental and working drawing skills. 

 A knowledge of different timbers and their 
application. 

 Safe working practices. 
 

A charge of $30.00 per student for this subject. 
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 WOOD 4:  

 
In Wood 4 you will plan and complete one or more major projects (according to complexity) building 
on existing skills by learning: 

 Different jointing techniques and applications. 

 Safety and correct use of portable power tools (not circular saws). 

 A range of timber finishes and their applications (estapol, lacquer, oil and wax finishes) 
You will be expected to research existing designs of their proposed project prior to developing their 
own plans. 
 
A charge of $30.00 per student for this subject. 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVANCED WOOD:  

 
The Advanced Wood elective is designed to introduce students to the design process through design 
briefs and client involvement.   
Power tools including the sheet sander, router and jig saw and the correct uses are introduced in this 
unit. The students are to design and construct a project of their client’s choice.  
The projects will have constraints such as size, types of materials (Radiata pine 19mm and 12mm in 
thickness and 3 ply is available from the school, however those students that intend on using other 
materials are to organise these for themselves. Timber must be dressed all round (DAR) (planed on 
all four sides) and free of nails).  
The students should not attempt to construct a project that is outside their existing skills. The project 
should be kept to an achievable size. This allows for time constraints, therefore allowing the project 
to be completed within the semester. The size of the project is directly linked to the overall cost, 
which to be paid by the student before the project is taken from the school. 
 
****Additional student charge for individual project at the end of 
Semester 1 and 2. 
 
 
 
 

WORLD FOOTBALL: 

 
In this elective we play a range of football codes including: Australian rules, Gaelic football, gridiron, 
soccer, speedball, and touch rugby. We aim to develop basic skills and strategies in the various codes 
of football. Weight training sessions may also be included. The issue of drugs in sport will be included 
in this unit. 
Most single lessons will be theory based focusing on an introduction to some topics of 
VCE PE. 
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 VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING 

VET programs in school (VETis) are nationally accredited training courses. On-the-job training at workplaces, or 
structured workplace learning, is an important part of most VET courses.  Usually, 200 hours is required to be 
completed over two or more years by most students undertaking a VET course. 
 
VET courses are completed over 2 years. Students who do not complete the full course, are eligible to receive a 
statement of attainment for the “Units of Competence” they have successfully completed and credit into VCE 
and/or VCAL on a pro rata basis. 
 

VET programs are not cheap to run as the Training Organisations charge for their services as well 
as the cost of transport.  Students will need to contribute of $600 per year estimate, to be paid to 
the College in two payments (3/4 deposit 31st August and balance by 30th October in the 
preceding year) in order to take part in a VET program. This charge is to enable students to travel 
to Echuca by bus. 
 
Cohuna Secondary College uses the Echuca & District Vocational Education & Training Program, called EdVET, a 
Registered Training Organisation (RTO). A bus takes students to Echuca on a Wednesdays (periods 2-6) for 
these courses. There may be a charge for this bus. 
 
Courses that MAY be available in 2018 include: 

Cert 11 Automotive Studies Cert 11 Building and Construction 

Cert 11 in Kitchen Operations Cert 111 in Make-Up 

Cert 11 in Animal Studies Information Digital Media & Technology 

Early Childhood Education & Care Cert 11 & 111 in Tourism 

Cert 11 in Hair Salon Assistant Allied Health 

Cert 111 in Hairdressing  

 

NOTE: 
Students should have already attended the Echuca VETis Information evening and returned their 
orange forms to Mrs Dehne or Miss Sincock ASAP if you have not done this and would like to 
consider a VET course in 2018. 
 
 

OTHER VET OFFERINGS: 
There is a large range of other VET certificates that students may choose to do at Cohuna Secondary College.  
Currently we have students completing VET certificates in: 

- Animal Studies – GOTAFE  - Equine Studies – GOTAFE 

- Early Childhood – SUNITAFE - Health Administration – Foundation Education 

If you have an interest in a particular area, and would like to complete a VET qualification come and talk to us. 

SCHOOL-BASED APPRENTICESHIPS & TRAINEESHIPS: 
Students may also elect to complete a School-based Apprenticeship or Traineeship. These are usually 
completed over two years, and provide credit towards a VCE or VCAL certificate.  
 
Currently we have students in school-based apprenticeships in the following industries: 

Agriculture Automotive 

Building and Construction Cabinet Making 

Children Services Conservation & Land Management 

Engineering Hospitality 

Panel Beating  

 
You will need to find an employer, and make an appointment with our Pathways team (Mrs Dehne 
or Miss Sincock) if you would like to complete a SBAT. 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 
 

FUTURE LEADERS  

 
Cohuna Secondary College will again offer the Future Leaders (or Advance) Program.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
Future Leaders (Advance) is only available to Year 10 students who participated in the program in 
2017 and wish to proceed to the next level.   
See Mrs Dehne or Mr Treacy for further information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 

Music is a very rewarding and enjoyable part of the curriculum at our school. The College offers a 
program, which gives students the opportunity to learn and enjoy an instrument of their choice.  
 
Students can choose from a range of Brass, Woodwind, Percussion and piano/keyboard instruments. 
These instruments can be hired or purchased through the school.  
 
The program includes one music lesson per week during class time. This period is on a rotational 
basis so that students do not miss the same class each week.  
 
Joining the instrumental program gives students the opportunity to participate in various College 
Bands and Ensembles, gaining great music skills and developing confidence. 
 
Students may also explore composition and arrangement using the music software ‘sibelius’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STUDENTS with a keen interest in Music may be given the opportunity to choose Music for one of 
their electives. See Mrs Robins if you are interested in this option. 
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Cohuna Secondary College 
6415 Murray Valley Highway, Cohuna, 3568 
Phone: 5456 2555     Fax: 5456 3298 
Email:  cohuna.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Website:  www.cohuna-sc.vic.edu.au 

 
Our Vision: 
 
 
EXCELLAMUS - Let us Excel. 
 
At Cohuna Secondary College we: 
 

• Treat all people with respect; 
• Actively engage in diverse learning experiences; 
• Create and utilise opportunities to enhance our capabilities; 
• Care for and support each other within the school and the wider community; 
   and 
• Strive for excellence in all that we do. 
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