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College Profile 
 
Cohuna Secondary College, with an enrolment of 214, services the rural town of Cohuna and adjacent 
communities. Cohuna is located on the Murray Valley Highway on the banks of the Gunbower Creek. 
The area offers the potential for varied recreational activities and is abundant with many natural 
features. The community has access to a wide range of sporting facilities and offers a relaxed lifestyle. 
Cohuna is central to a highly productive irrigation and dairying industry and has a range of businesses 
in town that support such industry. 
The College has extensive grounds (10 hectares), which provide both active and passive recreational 
opportunities with large ovals and an ECA Centre that houses two basketball courts, a facility that is 
also used by the local community. We have modernised and refurbished several buildings.  We have 
up-to-date e-Learning resources, including 3D printers, interactive whiteboards, data projectors and 
other devices to support effective teaching and learning in the 21st Century. In 2018 our college has 
embed BYOD for all students.  
An extensive elective program operates in the Middle School with many Year 10 students choosing to 
study a VCE or VET subject. Our curriculum structure is well on the way to embedding The Victorian 
Curriculum, with subject leaders auditing current structures to be reflective of Victorian Curriculum 
requirements. Staff are working on curriculum development through a shared Teaching and Learning 
Architecture. NAPLAN results have been consistently strong for many years and current NAPLAN 
growth data reflects very positively on programs delivered at the college. 
We offer an expansive program in the senior school with a large number of VCE units, VET options as 
well as offering School-Based Apprenticeships as a pathway option. We also offer VCAL and tuition 
through Distance Education and the Victorian Virtual Learning Network to support the broad range of 
programs offered in the senior school. This ensures students have ready access to tertiary studies and 
to diverse career opportunities. 
Continuing success in formal studies, in sport and extra-curricular activities exemplifies the College's 
emphasis on quality of life education. Theatre Restaurant musical productions, involvement in the 
Advance (Future Leaders) program, Cambodia alternative schoolies, regional Youth Council and the 
growth of music and our Concert Band are all examples of the opportunities provided for our students. 
Our students enjoy access to extensive education programs, support for students with disabilities and 
impairments and inter-school sport.  
Our staff work and learn together in collegiate teams to maximise student potential through 
implementing highly effective teaching strategies. 
We have strong community relationships that foster community respect for our students, building 
commitment and motivation and providing positive role modelling for all. 
We aim to encourage each student to develop positive behaviour based on cooperation and mutual 
respect, with students taking responsibility for their own decisions. 
  
We are a proud school with a proud history, and strive for excellence in all that we do. 
  
Our Vision: 
At Cohuna Secondary College we: 

 Treat all people with respect; 

 Actively engage in diverse learning experiences; 

 Create and utilise opportunities to enhance our capabilities; 

 Care for and support each other within the school and the wider community; and   

 Strive for excellence in all that we do. 

Our motto is ' EXCELLAMUS - Let us Excel'. 
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Welcome! 
  
Dear Student, 
  
Welcome to our Middle School at Cohuna Secondary College!  In Year 9 there are some differences 
from life in the Junior School. One of the key differences is that you now have some choice in the 
electives you wish to study.  The electives come from several key areas of the curriculum: creative arts, 
technology, some additional phys. ed. and other new activities.  
  
This booklet outlines the core curriculum and describes the range of electives that we are offering in 
2020.  Not all electives will proceed - it depends on which are popular enough for us to run a class.  
There will be two steps in deciding this.  First, we ask you to fill out your initial preferences.  Then, 
later, we will put the electives into different “blocks” that will go together on the timetable (you can 
only study one elective from each block, as they will clash).  After initial selections, you will then submit 
your final preferences for the electives in 2020.  We do not guarantee that you will get all your first 
choices - but you will get most of them.  You will do your electives in combined groups with Year 10 
students. 
  
As a general rule you should choose electives in areas that you enjoy or that you have performed well 
at in the past.  When selecting electives you should consider the careers and courses in your future 
that may be linked to electives.  For example, Japanese is a subject that can help your chances of 
getting into university, in any course, but it may not be much help if you want to be a plumber.  
Remember that many students change their mind several times during their school life about the 
career they wish to follow, so keep as many options open as possible, rather than choosing an elective 
for its short term appeal.  It is a good idea to choose electives from different areas for example we will 
not allow students to do 2 “sport’ electives in a semester. Some electives terminate at the end of Year 
10 and so you should take care not to select too many of these because it may be difficult to create a 
Year 11 program. 
  
The Australian government now requires all young people to remain at school until they are 17, or are 
16, have successfully completed Year 10, and have gained a full-time apprenticeship or other 
workplace training. We support this requirement. 
  
For further help with course selection talk to your subject teachers, the Pathways and Careers staff 
(Ms Sharon Payne/Mrs Cath Donehue), your parents, friends and relatives who know about the careers 
you are interested in pursuing.  
  
We are committed to maximising your potential and look forward to working with you in the Middle 
School so that it leads you into a successful Senior School experience. 

  
Together, we can excel! 

  
  

Mrs Fiona Miller        Mrs Sallie Hawken 
Principal         Year 9 Coordinator 

  
Ms. Sharon Payne      
Assistant Principal      
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Overview  

Year 9 Curriculum in 2020 
 
Core: 
  English    5 periods per week 
  CCCE    2 periods per week (x 1 Semester) 
  Geography   3 periods per week 
  Health and Phys Ed  2 periods per week 
  History    3 periods per week 
  Life in the Workforce  2 periods per week (x 1 Semester) 
  Mathematics   5 periods per week 
  Science    4 periods per week 
  Electives   3 periods per week x 2 electives per semester 
  
         Total = 30 periods per week 
 
 
 Electives:  
 
You will undertake two (2) electives each semester.  
We recommend that you choose a balanced program with at least one technology elective and one 
creative arts elective in Year 9. 
 
  

CREATIVE ARTS TECHNOLOGY 

Art in Action Advanced Furniture and Construction 

Art in Society Automotive Studies 

Digital Design VCD Digital Technologies – Advanced use of Software 

Art extension Digital Technologies - Programming 

 Fashion Design and Construction 
LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) Food Studies – Healthy Australians 

Japanese Food Studies – Product Development 

  Furniture and Construction 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION and HEALTH Gourmet Farmer 

Adventure Fitness Metalwork  

Bronze Medallion Systems Engineering 

Outdoor Education Tech Drawings of Design (VCD) 

SEPEP (Sport Education in PE Program)  

Sports Science 
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Year 9 Core Curriculum in 2020 

 

Each of the following CORE SUBJECTS is studied by every student in Year 9. 
 

ENGLISH: 

 

Year 9 English 
At Year 9, students continue to practise and consolidate the skills that they have learnt in 
previous years. They also extend their understanding of how language works and learn to 
transfer this knowledge to different contexts. The study of English is broken up into 4 different 
areas of study: 
Term 1: Creative Writing 
Here, students will study a text and how an author creates meaning. From this, they will create 
a folio of their own stories that mirror the plot, social and historical contexts of the selected 
text.  
Term 2: Text Response 
For this area of study, students will study the themes, characters, views and values of a 
selected text. They will learn how to write analytical text response essays and ways to improve 
their vocabulary and writing fluency.  
Term 3: Comparing & Contrasting Texts 
A relatively new area of study for students where they will be required to compare and 
contrast the construction, themes, ideas and values of selected texts. They will be required to 
analyse how an idea is being presented in a text and compare the presentation of this idea in 
another text.  
Term 4: Analysing and Presenting Arguments 
Students will be required to deliver a 3-4 minute oral presentation that argues on a current 
issue in the media. They will have to apply appropriate language techniques and articulate the 
reasons for their language choices. Further to this, students will also learn how to analyse 
persuasive language used by authors in multiple sources. 
 
Expectations: 
Students are expected to read the set texts and complete a minimum of 3 attempts in each 
area of study plus an end of Unit CAT (Common Assessment Task). To view samples of the 
expected standard of work, go to: 
http://docs.acara.edu.au/curriculum/worksamples/Year_9_English_Portfolio_Satisfactory.pdf 
 

English runs over 5 periods per week 
 

 

http://docs.acara.edu.au/curriculum/worksamples/Year_9_English_Portfolio_Satisfactory.pdf
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CIVICS, CITIZENSHIP, CRITICAL 

THINKING and ETHICS  (CCCE) 
 
In this unit students gain an understanding of Australian Parliament and the legal system. 
There will be a strong focus on the impact of media in decision making and students will use 
their critical thinking skills through a number of case studies. 
 
Key knowledge and Skills: 

1. Politics, Parliament and Voting. 

2. Australia’s Court System – Law and Justice. 

3. The influence of media in decision making (including defamation). 

4. Exploring Ethics, Rights and Responsibilities. 

5. Development of Critical Thinking Skills. 

 
Periods per week: 2 periods in one semester 
 
 

 

GEOGRAPHY:  

 
Term 1: Biomes    Term 2: Environmental Management 
1.  What is a biome?                                                 1.   What can we do to improve our environment? 
2.  How can biomes be classified?  2.  Biodiversity.   
3.  Australian Biomes.                3.   Sustainability.   
 
Term 3: Tourism    Term 4: Trade 
1.  What is tourism?    1.  What is trade?  
2.  Why do people travel?   2.  Fair Trade. 
3.  Ecotourism.     3.  Sustainable trade. 
 
 
Geography Assessment: 

1. Assignments 

2. Practical Work 

3. Tests 

 
Periods per week: 3 periods. 
 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=biomes+what+does+it+mean&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=RoPkkEjNDF7ngM&tbnid=16iwmOZNf1D_LM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://literacymethods.wikispaces.com/Tundra%2Band%2Bthe%2BSeasons&ei=_H-fU73jKMWRkwWIn4DoAw&bvm=bv.68911936,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEKMMKN3LzoKTwBrQhEBhvcUYzWnw&ust=1403048093175596
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HEALTH and PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 

 

This unit will cover areas such as racquet sports, various ball games and fitness activities. The 
health settings covered in this unit will be: cyber safety, relationships and sexual education, 
drugs, alcohol and mental illness. 
 
The option of doing additional fitness or physical education will be available through the 
electives. 
 
Health & PE Assessment: 

1. Active Participation 
2. Improvement in Skills 
3. Work Book 
4. Projects 
5. Class contributions 
6. Teamwork 

 
 
Periods per week: 2 periods.  
 

 

HISTORY: 

 

The Emergence of the Modern World 
Students investigate the creation of the Modern World. Students are required to complete 
three Depth Studies. 
 
Depth Studies: 

1. The Industrial Revolution 1750-1914 

2. Making a Nation: Australia 1788-1914 

3. World War I 

History Assessment:  

 Assignments 

 Tests 

 Structured writing 

 

Periods per week:  3 periods 
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LIFE IN THE WORKFORCE: 

  
In this unit students will learn the skills to search and apply for jobs. They will gain an 
understanding of employability skills and participate in a mock job interview. 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills: 

1. Understanding the difference between jobs and careers. 

2. How to search for jobs. 

3. Employability skills. 

4. Resume writing. 

5. Applying for jobs, including writing a cover 

letter. 

6. Students will participate in a Mock Interview. 

 
Periods per week: 2 periods in one semester 
 

 

 

MATHEMATICS: 

 

The Year 9 Mathematics course content covers the three mathematics strands of the Victorian 
Curriculum (Level 9): Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and Statistics and 
Probability.   
Topics covered include Real numbers, Money and financial mathematics, Patterns and 
algebra, Linear and non-linear relationships, Units of measurement, Geometric reasoning, 
Pythagoras and trigonometry, Chance and Data representation and interpretation.  The use 
of Maths Pathway is integrated into the classroom. 
Students are required to demonstrate mathematical understanding, fluency, problem solving 
and reasoning.   
 
They will be assessed using a variety of methods, including: 

1. Projects and Assignments 
2. Weekly homework  
3. CATS 
4. On-line testing 

 
 

Periods per week: 5 periods 
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SCIENCE: 

 
During Year 9 Science students will cover a range of sciences and their applications. We will 
focus on building science inquiry skills, while exploring scientific understanding and advances 
in technology that lead to new scientific discoveries. 
 

 

Science Inquiry 
Skills 

Biological Science Chemical Science Physical Science 

 Questioning 

 Planning 

 Recording 

 Analysing 

 Communicating 

 

 Body Systems, 

coordination and 

regulation 

 Ecosystems, 

matter and 

energy flow 

 Atom and 

elements 

 Chemical reactions 

 Electricity 

 Circuits 

 Magnets 

 
 
Science Assessment each term will include: 
 
1. Practical reports / Scientific posters 

2. Research / Assignments 

3. CAT tasks 

 
 
Periods per Week:  4 periods 
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ELECTIVES 2020 

 
Each student will undertake two (2) electives in each semester. 

When making your choices we encourage you to: 
(a)  Choose at least one Elective from each of the Creative Arts and Technology areas. 
(b)  Carefully study the brief course outlines provided. For further advice please consult your Year 

Level Co-ordinator and/or the teachers listed below. 
(c)  Select Electives that relate to your interests, expertise or future career choice(s).  

Consult with the Pathways and Careers staff if you have questions about this. 
 

For further advice discuss with the following teachers. 
 
CREATIVE ARTS: 
Art In Action:      Ms Porter/Mr C Hill 
Art In Society:      Ms Porter/Mr C Hill 
Digital Design VCD    Mr C Hill 
 
 
LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE): 
Japanese-Language and Culture:      
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
Adventure Fitness    Mr Treacy 
Bronze Medallion    Mr Thurston 
Outdoor Education    Mr Treacy/Miss Spicer 
SEPEP (Sport Education In PE Program)  Mr Thurston 
Sports Science     Mr Thurston 
 
 
TECHNOLOGY: 
Advanced Furniture and Construction  Mr Gray 
Automotive Studies:     Mr M Hill 
Digital Technologies-Advanced use of Software Mrs Clifford 
Digital Technologies-Programming  Mrs Clifford 
Fashion Design and Construction  Mrs Clifford 
Food Studies–Healthy Australians  Mrs Clifford 
Food Studies–Product Development  Mrs Clifford 
Furniture and Construction   Mr Gray 
Gourmet Farmer    Mrs Clifford 
Metalwork     Mr M Hill 
Systems Engineering    Mr M Hill 
Tech Drawings of Design (VCD)   Mr C Hill 
 
 
PATHWAYS and CAREER ADVICE:  Ms Payne/Mrs Donehue 
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ELECTIVES offered: 

 

All electives are 3 periods per week for one semester, except Japanese (which 
is 3 periods per week all year). 

 

CREATIVE ARTS: 
 

Art In Action: 
 

Students will continue to develop their artist abilities. They will develop knowledge of a range 
of art styles and art forms.  
Their folio pieces will focus on exploring a range of materials, techniques, ideas and feelings. 
Students will also develop an understanding of artistic styles and how and why artworks are 
created. Both practical and research work will be completed.  
Students will be given the opportunity to explore a variety of studio forms. 
 

Prerequisites:   Students must enjoy Art 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Practical skills such as painting, drawing and 

printing 

 Being able to express their opinion 

through art 

 Developing concepts through media and 

materials  

 Planning and presenting 

 

Assessment: 
 Folio 

 Art work created 

 Presentation of art work 

 

Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:     Studio Arts, Visual Communication & Design 
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Art In Society: 
 

Students will research social issues to which they develop their own artistic responses. They 
will explore and use a wide range of media in their work and are encouraged to explain, 
analyse and experiment with materials and techniques when creating their responses. 
 
 
Prerequisites:   Students must enjoy Art 
 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Practical skills such as painting, drawing and printing 

 Being able to express their opinion through art 

 Developing concepts through media and materials 

 Planning and presenting 

 

 
Assessment: 

 Skills through their experimentation of ideas 

 Analysis 

 Presentation of final artworks. 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Studio Arts, Art, Visual Communication & Design 
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Digital Design VCD: 
 

Students learn to use design industry level programs to develop skills in the industry. Students 
will complete a range of designs meeting selected criteria provided by a client and developing 
designs through the design process. 
 
 
Prerequisites:   Must enjoy using computers other than games. 
 
Extra Requirements:    A can do attitude 
 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Understanding the difference between Raster and Vector programs 

 Use different programs for different design solutions 

 Understand and use design brief and design process to 

complete design solutions 

 Presenting final designs to a design industry standard 

 

 
Assessment: 

 Pre and Post testing 

 A variety of design tasks will be used for assessment 

 
 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects Art and Visual Communication & Design 
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LANGUAGES OTHER than ENGLISH: 

(LOTE) 

 

Japanese: 
 
Learn how to communicate with tourists and/or be a tourist in Japan.  You will learn about 
the culture and traditions of Japan, and learn how to read and write basic Japanese 
characters (Kanji). 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Extra Requirements:   Japanese textbook 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Speaking and conversational Japanese, especially in tourist situations 

 Reading and writing sentences in Japanese 

 Geography and travelling in Japan 

 Japanese lifestyle, sports and activities 

 Culture and traditions of Japan 

 
Assessment: 

 Oral communication 

 Reading comprehension 

 Writing Tasks 

 Listening comprehension  

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   VCE LOTE (Japanese) 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION and HEALTH: 

 

Adventure Fitness: 

 
This elective aims to develop student’s physical fitness, and knowledge of fitness activities and 
muscle groups. Students will learn about and complete a variety of training programs, before 
designing and conducting their own session. Most single lessons will be theory based focusing 
on an introduction to some topics covered in VCE PE.. 
 
Prerequisites:  An interest in developing skills and knowledge of a range of activities that will, 
over time, improve their fitness levels. 
 
Extra Requirements:  Students may be required to pay costs to cover some additional 
activities. 
 
Key Skills: 

 Students will learn the correct techniques used when completing various exercises, 

such as push ups, lunges, and squats 

 
Key Knowledge: 

 Students will be taught what the various Training Methods, Components of Fitness, 

Principles of Training are, and where the main muscles are found in the human body 

 
Assessment: 

 Ability to show personal fitness development between pre and post testing 

 Ability to design, implement and evaluate a fitness session 

 What are the various Training Methods? 

 What are the Components of Fitness? 

 What are the Principles of Training? 

 Where the main muscles are in the human body? 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Physical Education 
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Bronze Medallion: 

 
This elective aims to enhance students’ personal survival skills while providing students with 
the knowledge and skills to develop the level of judgement, technique and physical ability 
required to safely carry out water rescues. The Bronze Medallion course offers a nationally 
recognised certification. 
 
Prerequisites:  Reasonable swimming ability. 
 
Extra Requirements:  Students require either a pool pass or $2 (subject to change) for pool 
entry each lesson. Students require bathers, goggles and towel for practical lessons 
 
Key Skills: 

 Personal Safe water practices and survival in the water 

 The ability to recognise an emergency 

 A range of Contact and Non-contact Rescues 

 CPR  

 Basic First Aid – be able to apply slings and bandages 

 
Key Knowledge: 

 An understanding of the different types of aquatic environments and the potential 

dangers associated with each 

 How to assess dangers  

 When and how to conduct different rescues 

 CPR and first aid theory 

 
Assessment: 

 Timed swim test 

 Timed tow test 

 Initiative test 

 Spinal treatment test 

 Demonstrate effective CPR 

 End of Semester Test 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   The Bronze Medallion course offers  
a nationally recognised certification. 
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Outdoor Education: 

 
This elective aims to develop student’s skills and interests in a variety of outdoor activities, 
such as canoeing, orienteering, archery, and mountain bike riding.  Most single lessons will be 
theory based focusing on skills and knowledge required to participate successfully in this 
subject. 
 
Prerequisites:  An interest in developing skills and knowledge of a range of outdoor activities. 
 
Extra Requirements:  Students may be required to pay costs to cover some outdoor activities, 
such as canoeing and paddle boarding (if undertaken).  
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Canoeing – Students will learn: 

o Correct paddling techniques, including learning the various strokes 

o Correct terminology and signals used when paddling 

o Ability to work effectively with their partner to achieve a goal 

 Orienteering – Students will learn: 

o Correct use of a compass 

o Ability to follow a bearing or direction to find a fixed location 

o Ability to design and set up their own orienteering course for others to use 

o Ability to work effectively with their partner to achieve a goal 

 Archery – Students will learn: 

o Correct use of a bow and arrow 

o Ability to follow a set procedure when shooting 

o Ability to persevere to achieve a goal 

 
Assessment: 

 Perform specialised movements, such as correct padding techniques, correct 

technique used when a canoe is submerged, correct use of a compass, and correct use 

of a bow and arrow 

 Ability to learn and then transfer skills learnt in theory classes to practical lessons 

 Knowledge of equipment used, including labelling all parts of a canoe, paddle, bow, 

and arrow 

 Knowledge of safety considerations with all outdoor activities 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Outdoor Education 
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SEPEP (Sport Education In Physical 

Education Program): 

 
This elective aims to encourage skill development, effective coaching strategies, knowledge 
of rules, and the processes involved in facilitating a sporting club. Most single lessons will be 
theory based focusing on an introduction to some topics covered in VCE PE. 
 
Prerequisites:  An interest in self-development of sporting skills and knowledge. 
 
Key Skills: 

 Students will develop their fundamental motor skills in a variety of sports completed 

throughout practical sessions. 

 Students will be able to understand positioning and teamwork skills through a range 

of sport contexts. 

 Students will understand and apply effective coaching styles, which they may use in 

sporting contexts outside of school. 

 Students will develop leadership and effective management skills. 

 
Key Knowledge: 

 Students will understand rules associated with a variety of sports. 

 Students will understand and identify all processes involved in running a successful 

sporting club. 

 
Assessment: 

 Students are able to explain the importance of cooperation, leadership and fair play 

across a range of sports. 

 Students are able to apply tactical movement and game-sense strategies to new and 

challenging situations. 

 Students are able self-reflect and make judgments about their own and others’ 

specialised movement skills and movement performances.  

 Students are able to work together to design and apply solutions to movement 

challenges. 

 Students need to show knowledge about effective coaching practices. 

 Students need to understand the complex and time consuming roles undertaken to 

successfully run a sporting club 

 Students will demonstrate knowledge about fair-play, positive coaching, team 

environments, and rules of the various sports offered. 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Physical Education 
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Sports Science: 
 
This elective aims to develop student’s knowledge of the human body systems and how they 
work together to produce movement for physical activity. Students will also discuss injury 
prevention and be introduced to the study of biomechanics and how it is used to evaluate and 
improve performance.  They will complete a variety of practical activities, such as circuits, to 
put theory into practice.  
 
Prerequisites:   An interest in the human body and how it works to produce movement. An 
interest in being physically active.  
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Understand the structure and function of the skeletal, muscular, respiratory and 

cardiovascular systems and how they work together to produce movement 

 Understand and apply basic biomechanical principles  

 Understand the importance of Injury prevention 

 
Assessment: 

 Participation in class discussions and activities  

 Key Topic tests 

 End of Semester Test 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Physical Education 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=gymnastics&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ETUzWYa-gy0m_M&tbnid=WQgcsxrgrk_wFM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/photo_6513622_yoga-gymnastics.html&ei=KWzsUeqILYbjkgWP94CoCg&bvm=bv.49478099,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNFtn5DCYwQCmjCiWy3jGZiejmyiOQ&ust=1374535025407169
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TECHNOLOGY: 

 

Advanced Furniture and Construction: 

 
Advanced Furniture and Construction elective is designed to introduce students to the design 
process through design briefs and client involvement. Students will design and then construct 
a timber project of their client’s choice. The students can use the school material (Radiata Pine 
and 3 ply) to construct their projects or students may choose to organise their own materials. 
 
Prerequisites:    

 Successful completion of Year 7 and 8 Woodwork would be useful, but not a 

prerequisite 

 A keen interest in the Building Industry as a career or as a hobby, with an eye for 

detail. 

 
Extra Requirements:    

 Safety glasses available from booklist  

 Additional student charges for individual projects for timber and hard ware 

 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 
You will learn skills necessary to plan and successfully complete a major timber project. 

 Design brief that includes constraints/considerations 

 Mind map/visualisation sketches/mood board 

 Developmental and working drawing skills 

 A knowledge of different timbers and their application 

 Planned sequence of operation 

 Cutting list 

 Safe use of both hand and power tools 

 Safe working practices   

 Product evaluation 

 
Assessment: 

 Completed A3 design folio 

 Visual assessment on safe use of tools and equipment 

 Student questioning 

 Completed timber project evaluation in A3 folio 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Product Design & Technology (Wood, Metals) 
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Automotive Studies: 
 

This elective aims to get students to use and identify various automotive tools, to develop safe 
and methodical work habits and to develop an understanding of the major automotive 
systems.  
 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Extra Requirements:   Safety Glasses, work boots, Overalls or work clothes, Laptek workbook. 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Dismantling and identifying parts and damage to engine parts. 

 Reassembling engine following correct sequences and technical data. 

 Diagnosis and servicing off automotive vehicles 

 Four and two stroke engines operation. 

 Lubrication system 

 
Assessment: 

 Oral Communication 

 Work book tasks 

 Practical work 

 Observation tasks 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Systems Engineering 
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Digital Technologies – Advanced use of 

Software: 

 
Students will explore some of the more advanced features of some common software 
products to create digital solutions that meet a range of needs. 
Examples include but not limited to: 

 Adding interactive menus to Word to create online interactive forms. 

 Adding simple functions, macros and formula to Excel to create interactive sheets. 

 Merging data between different software to create interactive documents. 

 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Skill in exploring software menus to develop digital 

solutions. 

 Designing a digital product for a client. 

 
Assessment: 

 Completion of small learning tasks as skills are built. 

 Will design and create a series of interactive documents for clients. 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Computing – Software Development 
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Digital Technologies – Programming: 

 
Enables students to become confident and creative developers of digital solutions through the 
application of different programming languages. 
There are two paths in programming: 
Path 1 - Students use self-paced packages to build their skills in at least 1 programming 
language. 
Path 2 - Students work with a Arduino kit and printed instructions to become familiar with the 
Arduino programming language. 
 
Prerequisites:   Path 1 must be completed, before undertaking Path 2 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 
Path 1: 

 Develop an understanding of a number of programming languages and how these are 

used to write web sites. Students will begin with XHTML and moving on to Java Script, 

XML and CSS. 

 Creating a digital solution for a client in the form of a planned web site. 

Path 2: 

 Develop an understanding of Arduino as a form of programming electrical and 

mechanical components to perform simple tasks. 

 
Assessment: 
Path 1: 

 Students will submit responses to questions included in the self-paced packages. 

 Design and create a web site for a client. 

Path 2: 

 Students will record each page of code that they create and photograph or film 

working examples. 

 Design and build a useful Arduino controlled device for a client. 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Computing – Software Development 
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Fashion Design and Construction: 

 
Students develop garment construction skills by constructing a simple garment for him or 
herself, following a commercial pattern. They will develop fashion-drawing skills as well as 
design and draft a pattern for a second garment, the complexity dependant on the level of 
skill attained during the construction of the first garment. 
 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Understanding a commercial pattern. 

 Simple pattern drafting and cutting. 

 Skill in a number of garment construction techniques including zipper insertion, button 

closures, hems and facings. 

 Confident use of the domestic sewing machine, overlocker and cover-stitch machine. 

 
Assessment: 

 A regularly kept folio of designs and samples.   

 Successfully drafted pattern. 

 Two successfully constructed garments. 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Product Design & Technology (Textiles) 
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Food Studies – Healthy Australians: 

 
Students use practical skills and knowledge to produce foods considering the dietary needs of 
the family. They will consider a number of conditions and diseases, changing lifestyles and 
different life stages when designing and preparing menus. 
 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Skill in developing informative design briefs. 

 Skill in menu planning including costing limitations while meeting the needs of a client. 

 Hygienic and efficient food production. 

 Effective use of a range of food production tools and equipment. 

 
Assessment: 

 A regularly kept folio of weekly food production and development of ideas. 

 Menu designing assessment task that takes into consideration a condition or diet 

related disease. This will involve the presentation of a hamper of products showing a 

range of food preparation skills as well as a report on the condition or diet related 

disease chosen. 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Food Studies 
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Food Studies – Product Development: 

 
Students use practical skills and knowledge to produce foods and consider a range of 
evaluation measures to compare their foods to commercial products. In demonstrating their 
practical skills, students design new food products and adapt recipes to suit particular needs 
and circumstances. 
 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Skill in developing informative design briefs. 

 Skill in menu planning including costing limitations while meeting the needs of a client. 

 Hygienic and efficient food production. 

 Effective use of a range of food production tools and equipment. 

 
Assessment: 

 A regularly kept folio of weekly food production and development of ideas.  

 Menu designing assessment task including the presentation of a hamper of products 

showing a range of food preparation skills. 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Food Studies 
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Furniture and Construction: 

 
Students will be introduced to, and work with, various hand and power tools as required for 
the construction of one or more timber projects. Students will continually expand upon skills, 
technical knowledge and experience gained. Students are encouraged to attempt a project, 
which is both useful to them, and can show the skills they have learnt so far. 
 
Prerequisites:   Successful completion of Year 7 and 8 Woodwork would be useful, but not a 
prerequisite 
 
Extra Requirements:   Safety glasses (available on booklist), A charge of $30.00 per student  
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 
You will learn skills necessary to plan and successfully complete one or more timber projects. 
You will have the opportunity to develop: 

 A wide range of hand skills 

 Developmental and working drawing skills 

 A knowledge of different timbers and their application 

 Safe use of both hand and power tools 

 A range of different timber finishes and their application 

 Safe working practices   

 
Assessment: 

 Pre testing  

 Writing and drawing tasks in work books 

 Visual assessment on safe use of tools and equipment 

 Student questioning 

 Completed timber project evaluation, using assessment matrix 

 Post testing 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Product Design & Technology 
(Wood, Metals) 
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Gourmet Farmer: 

 
The Gourmet Farmer course Technologies contexts – Food and Fibre production component 
of Design and Technologies curriculum of the Victorian Curriculum. 
 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Extra Requirements:   Covered shoes are required both in the kitchen and in the garden area. 
 
To understand value adding and self-sufficiency while conserving food supply. 
Topics include: 

 Food Preservation 

 Short and long term storage 

 Causes of food spoilage 

 Preparing and presenting foods 

 Sensory Evaluation of foods 

 Emerging production technologies 

 Digital technologies in food production 

 Environmental impacts of food production 

 Marketing food products. 

In Practical Sessions: 

 Students prepare preserved products using produce from the School garden or local 

home gardens. 

 The will also use their preserved products in meal preparation and baking. 

In theory sessions, students learn about: 

 The preservation and storage of food. 

 Technologies in food production. 

 Labelling packaging and marketing of food products. 

Formative Assessment: 

 Product evaluations in weekly journal entries. 

 Safe, efficient and hygienic work in the kitchen. 

 Theory questions answered correctly and neatly in journal.  

Summative Assessments: (CATs) 

 Food spoilage assignment (Informative Wall Chart) 

 Labelling task (Correctly labelled products) 

 Theory test 

 Innovations in Food Production assignment (Own choice of presentation method). 
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Metalwork: 

 
This elective aims to develop knowledge of both types of electric welding (ARC and MIG) and 
a broad range of power tools related to metalwork industry. Students will learn all the safety 
requirements for the equipment and their capabilities. Once their knowledge is developed, 
they will broaden their skill set and design their own project. 
 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Extra Requirements:   Safety Glasses, work boots, Overalls or work clothes (long sleeves tops 
and pants), memory stick. 
Students will pay a charge for individual projects prior to taking their item home. 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Develop skills with metal fabrication. 

 Complete compulsory welding joints with both types of welders 

 Construct a set model following a plan. 

 Complete the design task to develop knowledge with model construction. 

 Construct chosen model from design task, problem solving where needed 

 
Assessment: 

 Oral Communication 

 Work book tasks 

 Electronic Design folio 

 Practical work 

 Observation tasks 

 
Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Product Design & Technology (Metals, 
Wood) 
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Systems Engineering: 

 
This Elective will develop the student’s understanding of both electrical and mechanical 
systems and how to link the two different systems together. Students will access a range of 
technologies throughout this course from learning about new and emerging technology using 
current programmable devices. 
 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Extra Requirements:   Safety Glasses, memory stick 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Programming devices using both computers and Tablet devices 

 Machining and fabrication mechanical systems  

 Problem solving skills. 

 Interfacing electronic controlled systems.  

 Complex soldering task.  

 Following circuit diagram and sequence steps to construct a set project. 

 
Assessment: 

 Oral Communication 

 Work book tasks 

 Electronic programming task 

 Practical work. 

 Completed project program 

 Observation tasks 

 

Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   Systems Engineering 
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Tech Drawings of Design (VCD): 

 
Students develop skills in technical drawing. They learn about the importance of the drawings 
in architectural and product design. Students use a range of equipment to complete tech 
drawings for different design industries. 
 
Prerequisites:   None 
 
Extra Requirements:   Must be willing to work hard to meet deadlines 
 
Key Skills and Essential Knowledge: 

 Being able to create and use 2D drawings 

 Being able to create and use 3D drawings 

 Measure and planning 

 Visual and interpreting designs 

 Being able to use 2D and 3D software 

 Using a variety of drawing equipment to complete accurate drawings that meet the 

Australian standards. 

 
Assessment: 

 Pre and Post testing 

 Drawing tasks 

 Design solutions 

 

Links to VCE/VCAL subjects:   VCD, Woodwork, Systems Engineering, Metals and Product 
Design 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

 
 

FUTURE LEADERS (ADVANCE PROGRAM) 

 
We are offering interested students the opportunity to undertake the Future Leaders (“Advance”) 
Program in 2020.  There will be one 1-hour session each week, after school on Wednesdays. 
 
There are four strands to the program: 
1. Citizenship 

This will include first aid training, CPR, practical management of emergencies, community 
health and safety, and practical community service. Each student is expected to undertake 
some form of community service. 

2. Outdoor Adventure 
Including camping, camp cooking, bushwalking skills, minimal impact camping and hiking, 
selection of equipment and clothing, mapping, compass and navigation skills, management of 
risk and outdoor survival.  There will be two compulsory camps during the year and other 
excursions that students are expected to attend. 

3. Leadership 
Includes teamwork, leadership skills, motivation, instructional methods, decision making, 
communication and conflict resolution. Students will be given the opportunity to lead activities 
during the year. 

4. Personal Development 
Including goal setting, planning and organisation, time management, attainment of personal 
goals, evaluation of outcomes, pursuit of new skills, and pursuit of a new physical recreation. 
Students are expected to undertake a new skill or further and existing on as well as participate 
regularly in a form of physical recreation outside school. 
 
 

This program is funded by the State Government for equipment and excursions although students will 
be asked to pay for food and perhaps supplement some travel costs. 
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
 
 

Music is a very rewarding and enjoyable part of the curriculum at our school. The College offers a 
program, which provides students the opportunity to learn and enjoy an instrument of their choice.  
 
Students can choose from a range of Brass, Woodwind and Percussion instruments. These instruments 
can be hired or purchased through the school.  
 
The program includes one music lesson per week during class time. This period is on a rotational basis 
so that students do not miss the same class each week.  
 
Joining the instrumental program gives students the opportunity to participate in a variety of College 
Bands and Ensembles, gaining great music skills and developing confidence. There will be one 1-hour 
session each week, after school on Mondays. 
 
 
Students may also explore composition and arrangement using the music software ‘sibelius’. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
STUDENTS with a keen interest in Music may be given the opportunity to choose Music for one of 
their electives. See Mrs Robins if you are interested in this option. 
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Cohuna Secondary College 
6415 Murray Valley Highway, Cohuna, 3568 
Phone: 5456 2555     Fax: 5456 3298 
Email:  cohuna.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Website:  www.cohuna-sc.vic.edu.au 

 
Our Vision: 
 
 
EXCELLAMUS - Let us Excel. 
 
At Cohuna Secondary College we: 
 

• Treat all people with respect; 
• Actively engage in diverse learning experiences; 
• Create and utilise opportunities to enhance our capabilities; 
• Care for and support each other within the school and the wider community; 
  and 
• Strive for excellence in all that we do. 

mailto:cohuna.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au

